Monaghan County Council Launch Be Safe – Be Seen 2007

Monaghan County Council is proud to launch its “Be Safe - Be Seen” campaign 2007. The 2007 campaign is aimed primarily at school children and will see the free distribution of 10,000 reflective key rings and 10,000 reflective stickers to over 65 primary schools in the county. 

Mr. Paddy Johnson, Senior Engineer with the Roads Department, pointed out that getting through to children at a young age is vitally important. “What children learn at school stays with them for the rest of their lives. If we can create awareness to road safety in young children, it will stand to them in the future. All too often we see teenagers and adults walking on or crossing roads wearing only dark clothes. The dangers of this are obvious, yet people seem to refuse to take simple precautions to allow them to be seen. I would hope that basic education and awareness raised through simple campaigns like this will result in young people growing up with road safety coming as second nature to them”. 

The Council is keen to point out that the stickers and key rings being distributed were not designed to ensure children are fully protected in the dark, but are purely a measure to raise awareness of the issue. Mr. David Fallon, Director of Services for Roads with Monaghan County Council, noted that many school uniforms do not promote the philosophy of road safety; “dark uniforms with dark shoes and socks, and very often dark jackets and coats can make children almost invisible to motorists in the dark. Visibility can be very limited in the long twilight evenings of spring. Parents may be more willing to allow their children to spend more time out playing with the lengthening of the evenings. We are asking parents to ensure their children can easily be seen when they are out on the roads and streets. While the reflective stickers and key rings being given out with this campaign will help, it is only one small measure. Ideally children should wear light coloured clothes, preferably with some reflective elements to ensure their safety”. 

This year's campaign follows on from a “Be Safe - Be Seen” campaign run by Monaghan County Council in 2006. The 2006 campaign was aimed at adults and saw the distribution of 6,000 reflective armbands. Mr. Declan Nelson, County Manager said  “the 2006 campaign was a huge success and managed to ensure the people of County Monaghan are aware that there is an issue surrounding road safety during the hours of darkness. The 6,000 armbands were distributed through the main employers in the county - many of whom gave positive feedback and some of whom progressed the road safety message by requesting additional road safety information for display in the workplace. ,. Monaghan County Council receive a number of publications and leaflets in foreign languages from the Road Safety Authority. We welcome any other employers who would like to highlight road safety in the workplace to contact us to receive any literature we have available. Indeed, we would welcome any groups, societies, schools or sports clubs to contact us in relation to running their own road safety initiatives. We are aware of at least one youth group in west Monaghan who are planning to run their own road safety campaign - we appreciate their enthusiasm and interest and would encourage other groups to take up the initiative. The elected representatives of Monaghan County Council are very supportive of road safety, and all were in agreement that money should be set aside in the 2007 Budget to promote the “Be Safe - Be Seen” message, however the Council resources are limited and we would be delighted to see the public getting involved in specific campaigns by sourcing sponsorship or raising money to promote the message by distributing similar reflective items within their own communities or organisations”. 

The 2007 “Be Safe - be Seen” campaign will see national schools receiving the stickers and key rings this week. As part of the campaign, the Council urges teachers to discuss road safety in the classroom and to incorporate the message into classroom activities such as arts and crafts. Parents are also asked to take an interest in the message of the campaign - “ideally the stickers and key rings should be placed in prominent locations such as jackets and bags - we would ask parents to ensure this is done” said Mr. Johnson. The Council is keen to point out that the Road Safety Authority, in conjunction with Mace, will be running a “Safe to school with the Maceys” competition for schools, details of which are being sent to schools along with the key rings and stickers. They urged all schools to get actively involved. 
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