Monaghan Town Council

Comhairle Bhaile Mhuineacháin

Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Monaghan Town Council held on Monday 15th September 2008 at 
6.15pm in the Offices of Monaghan Town Council, Town Hall, 1 Dublin Street, Monaghan.

Cathaoirleach:
Cllr. Lorcan McAdam
Present:
Cllrs. Sean Conlon, Sheila Connolly, Robbie Gallagher, David Maxwell, Donal Sherry, Malachy Toal & Padraigín Uí Mhurchadha.
In Attendance:
Declan Nelson, County Manager, Gareth McMahon, Town Engineer, Marie Deighan, Town Clerk & Sinead Tibby, Clerical Officer.
Proposed Development Contribution Scheme for Monaghan Town Council 2009 - 2012
The Cathaoirleach, Cllr. Lorcan McAdam welcomed Adrian Hughes, Senior Planner and Toirleach Gourley, Senior Executive Planner, Monaghan County Council to the meeting to present a Proposed Development Contribution Scheme for Monaghan Town Council 2009 – 2012.  The Members were circulated with a preliminary Development Contribution Scheme dated 15th September 2008  which is based on the scheme adopted by Monaghan County Council at their meeting on the 7th July 2008.  The Members were invited to make comments/proposals in relation to the preliminary document to enable a draft scheme to be formulated for public consultation.  The Members also received a Discussion Document outlining the current Development Contributions for the Town Council, the rationale for Development Contribution Charges, benefits of Development Contributions, etc together with a timescale for formulation of the Monaghan Town Council Development Contribution Scheme.   Toirleach Gourley detailed the provisions of the proposed scheme which includes the introduction of an additional charge for community, recreation and amenity facilities for residential development which will be ring fenced for parks, open spaces, etc.  

Cllr. Mary Carroll entered the meeting room.

It was agreed that the allocation of General Development Contributions raised will be decided by the full Council having regard to the recommendation of the Budget Sub-Committee.  It was noted that the matter would be discussed again at the October Monthly Meeting of the Town Council. 
1.
Confirmation of July Monthly Meeting held on 21st July 2008
On the proposal of Cllr. Malachy Toal seconded by Cllr. Padraigín Uí Mhurchadha it was agreed to adopt the Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of Monaghan Town Council held on Monday 21st July 2008.
2.
Matters Arising from the Minutes

Cllr. Padraigín Uí Mhurchadha informed the Members that she was nominated by the Town 

         Council to attend the Cobh & Harbour
Chamber Conference in Cork on the 12th September 2008 
         and that the conference has been postponed to a later date.
         Gareth Mc Mahon, Town Engineer agreed to pursue with Monaghan County Council the matter of 

         making the pedestrian crossing on the Glen Road wheelchair accessible.

          On the proposal of Cllr. Sean Conlon seconded by Cllr. David Maxwell it was agreed to write to

          the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government renewing the appeal for 

          significant progress to be made on the Monaghan Main Drainage Scheme in view of heavy 

          flooding experienced in parts of the town in recent months.

3.
Managers Orders

The Members noted Manager’s Orders numbered 178/08 – 210/08 and congratulated the 
appointment of Part-time School Wardens with the Town Council and complimented the staff who 

         were involved in School Warden duties over the years.
         The Members welcomed the erection of a pedestrian gate at Belgium Square.
4.
Correspondence 

The Members noted the following correspondence:
· Letter dated 20th August 2008 from Martin G. O’Brien, Chief Executive Officer, County Monaghan VEC regarding the Garage Theatre Project and it was noted that there is a significant shortfall in the funding for the project.  Declan Nelson, County Manager stated that he has been in contact with the Arts Council and they have agreed to meet with the Strategic Policy Committee of Monaghan County Council.  On the proposal of Cllr. David Maxwell seconded by Cllr. Sean Conlon it  was agreed that Representatives from Monaghan Town Council, V.E.C. and the Arts Officer from Monaghan County Council attend the meeting also which is scheduled to take place on the 3rd or 8th October 2008.
· E-mail dated 2nd September 2008 from Monaghan County Council stating that they have agreed to host a Civic Reception in conjunction with Monaghan Town Council in honour of the Chilean Ambassador to Ireland, Ms. Cecelia Mc Kenna.  
5.
Planning Applications 

Planning Applications numbered 08/26 – 08/30 were noted by the Members.
6. 
Business Submitted by An Cathaoirleach

No Business was submitted by An Cathaoirleach.
7.
Consideration of Reports of Committies 
The Members noted the Minutes of the Budget Sub-Committee meeting of Monaghan Town Council held on Monday 18th August 2008 regarding the opening of tenders for the construction of machinery yard stores and office facilities at Tirkeenan, Monaghan.  The Members also noted Minutes of the Monaghan Leisure Complex Committee meeting held on Tuesday 8th April 2008.
The Members complimented all those involved with the organisation of the Harvest Time Blues Festival which was held in Monaghan Town in September 2008.  The County Manager concurred with the sentiments of the Members and thanked those responsible for the organisation of the event which was a credit to all concerned.
8.
Roads/Housing

A number of matters were noted for the attention of the Town Engineer:
· Peters Lake Area – trees to be pruned
· Bins required for temporary carpark (McNally’s)

· Signposting required for Bus Eireann, North Road
· Poor quality of Public lighting at Woodview

· “Stop” sign on Plantation Road 

· Peters Lake – design of new gate to be examined

· No light in Bollard on traffic island at St. Macartans Seminary 

· Disabled parking bay required outside doctors surgery on Mill Street/Hillside
· Sequencing of traffic lights required – Traffic Congestion (from Dublin).

· Road surfaces throughout town in poor condition

· Traffic congestion from Park Road onto Clones Road – it was agreed to write to the 

                     schools regarding the staggering of their opening/closing hours and to seek their views on 

                     this matter.

      It was agreed to write to the Water Sanitary Services Section of Monaghan County Council 
      regarding water being turned off in the town in recent times without prior notice being given and 
      the problems which this is causing to businesses, e.g. hairdressers.
     It was agreed to circulate to the Members a copy of the Consultants Report on Road Safety and 

     Accessibility Issues affecting Public Roads around Beech Hill College.
     A discussion took place on certain housing estates in the town being frequented by learner drivers 
     and instructors who are creating a nuisance for local residents.  Cllr. Sean Conlon proposed that 
     a letter be issued to the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government seeking 
     clarity on the legal status of learner drivers going into housing estates.  Cllr. Mary Carroll proposed 

     and it was agreed to also seek the Departments views on the possibility of the Department of the 

     Environment, Heritage and Local Government acquiring a site in each urban area where conditions 

     for learner driver manoeuvres could be simulated and which could be used by people having 

     driving lessons. 

On the proposal of Cllr. Sean Conlon seconded by Cllr. Malachy Toal it was agreed to request the Environment Section of Monaghan County Council to liaise with the Monaghan Sub-Aqua Group, Civil Defence and the Water Safety Officer with regard to a clean-up of Peters Lake.  

9.
Pedestrian Safety

It was noted that pedestrian crossings will be installed before Christmas on North Road to Mill 

         Street, Glaslough Street and Church Square. 
10.
Telecommunication Mast at Killygoan

The Members look forward to the removal of the Telecommunication Mast at Killygoan.
11.
Mullaghmatt Remedial Scheme
It was noted that the tender documents for the refurbishment of dwellings and associated site and development works for the Mullaghmatt Remedial Works Scheme (Phase 2) will be opened in the near future. 
12.
Consideration of Monaghan Town Appointed Stands (Street Service Vehicles) Draft Bye 
Laws 2008 

The Members noted the Monaghan Town Appointed Stands (Street Service Vehicles) Draft Bye-Laws 2008 and letter of acknowledgement from Kathleen Doyle, Commissioner for Taxi Regulation in relation to same.  It was agreed to amend the wording in the Draft Bye-Laws from Méara Bhaile na Muineachán to Cathaoirleach.  On the proposal of Cllr. Sean Conlon seconded by Cllr. David Maxwell it was agreed to adopt the Monaghan Town Appointed Stands (Street Service Vehicles) Bye-Laws 2008.

On the proposal of Cllr. David Maxwell seconded by Cllr. Mary Carroll it was agreed that the Bye- Laws come into effect on the 1st November 2008.

         Cllr. David Maxwell enquired about the consequences of a recent court ruling in favour of the Town Council in relation to Casual Trading.  The County Manager stated that the Council will be taking legal advice on how to proceed but that the Council now needed to look at bye-laws for daytime trading.
13.
Town Twinning

The Members noted the Minutes of the Town Twinning Committee Meeting held on the 21st July 

         2008.
14.
Notices of Motion

(a)
“That Monaghan Town Council, in recognition of the important social service involved and 
the voluntary participation of those engaged in the distribution of Meals-on-Wheels, 
approves the issuance of a display disc or discs to the Managers of the Scheme for motor 
vehicle display purposes while engaged in active distribution of meals to recipient citizens of 
our town, thereby excusing the vehicle owner/driver from the requirements of our pay and 
display pay parking regulations and, if adopted, agrees to circulate this Motion for the 
attention of all City, Corporation and Town Councils throughout the State”. 
Cllrs. Uí Mhurchadha, Conlon, Sherry, Toal


Cllr. Padraigín Uí Mhurchadha proposed and Cllr. Sean Conlon seconded the above Notice of Motion.  Declan Nelson expressed opposition to the circulation of the Motion to all other Local Authorities on the grounds that it would show up the Local Authority in a very bad light and  stated that he would be only too happy to exempt the people concerned.  Cllr. Mary Carroll proposed that the Notice of Motion be marked read.  Following a discussion Cllr. Carroll withdrew her proposal and it was agreed to adopt the Notice of Motion.

(b)
“That this Council, having previously noted the text of a motion circulated by Boyle Town Council regarding mobile ice-cream vendors and the number of times they can visit any housing estate or residential area in any given day, now formally adopts the said motion and adds its weight to the call on the Minister for Health and Children and the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government to take the appropriate steps to have the intent of the motion enshrined in law and further, approves the imposition of a closing time of not later than 8pm on all mobile ice-cream vehicles”.

Cllrs. Sherry, Toal, Conlon, Uí Mhurchadha

On the proposal of Cllr. Donal Sherry seconded by Cllr. Malachy Toal it was agreed to adopt the 
above Notice of Motion.  It was also agreed to place the matter on the agenda for the October 
Monthly Meeting of the Town Council.
15.
Resolutions from other Local Authorities 

(a)
“Balbriggan Town Council call on the Minister for Environment, Heritage and Local 
Government to introduce tougher penalties for anyone caught graffiting public property”.
Balbriggan Town Council


It was agreed to adopt the above Resolution.

(b)
“Balbriggan Town Council call on major retailers operating in the Republic of Ireland to 
ensure that all goods sold in their outlets are manufactured from sources that do not abuse 
children”.


Balbriggan Town Council 


The Members agreed to support the above Resolution.


(c)
“That Killarney Town Council call on the Minister of Social and Family Affairs to change 
the rules governing the Back to Education Allowance”.

Killarney Town Council


The Members agreed to mark the above Resolution read.


(d)
“That this Council urges the Government and Social Partners to take action to combat ageism 
in the workplace”.



This motion has been issued to I.B.E.C., I.C.T.U., I.S.M.E. and also the Department of 
Justice, Equality and Law Reform.
Mullingar Town Council


The Members agreed with the above Resolution.


(e)
“That this Council ensure that all traffic islands are fitted with cats eyes on their cement 
bases to maximise their safety both those which are under the NRA control and those that are 
Local Authority responsibilities”.

Donegal County Council


The Members agreed to support the above Resolution.


(f)
“Tacaíonn Comhairle Bhaile an Sciobairín lenár n-iascairí ina gcuid iarachtaí a slí bheatha 


agus tionscnamh na hiascaireachta a shábháil a bhfuil an tábhachtacht ag baint leis sna 


ceantracha cois farraige le sciar cuóta na nÉireannach a mhéidiú, na rialacha a bheith curtha I 

bhfeidhm níos ciallmhaire ag na húdaráis agus pacáiste airgeadais a chur fáil láithreach ar 


mhaithe le na niascairí de bharr ardú costais thar chuimse an bhreosla.



Comhairle Bhaile an Sciobairín supports our fishermen in their efforts to save their 
livelihoods and the fishing industry which is so important to coastal areas by increasing the 
Irish share of the quota, a more common sense enforcement of the fishing regulations by the 
authorities and an immediate financial package for fishermen to alleviate the rising cost of 
fuel”.

Skibbereen Town Council


The Members agreed with the above Resolution.

(g) “That this Council urges parents to ensure that their children are vaccinated against measles 
and other serious illnesses”.

Mullingar Town Council

The Members marked the above Resolution read.

(h) “That this Council calls on the Government to enact legislation whereby any individual who 
pays rates or service charges to a Local Authority be entitled to vote in that Local Authority’s 
elections and that we circulate details of the motion to Council’s countrywide to seek their 
support”.

Fermoy Town Council 

The Members marked the above Resolution read.

16.
Conferences

(a)
Kerry Life Education Ltd in partnership with the Southern Regional Drugs Task Force – 


“Getting a Grip 2008 – Addiction Proofing our Communities” – The Malton Hotel, 



Killarney, Co. Kerry – 2nd – 3rd October 2008 – (approx. cost €1,000).

On the proposal of Cllr. Sheila Connolly seconded by Cllr. David Maxwell it was agreed that Cllr. 
Robbie Gallagher attend conference (a).


On the proposal of Cllr. Malachy Toal seconded by Cllr. Donal Sherry it was agreed that Cllr. 
Sean Conlon attend conference (a).


(b)
Greystones Town Council in association with Ards Borough Council and the La Touche 


Legacy Committee – “The Relationship between Local Authorities and the Business Sector – 

Are there Lessons to be Learned?” – Charlesland Golf and Country Club Hotel, Greystones, 


Co. Wicklow – 3rd – 5th October 2008 – (approx. cost €800).


On the proposal of Cllr. Robbie Gallagher seconded by Cllr. Mary Carroll it was agreed that 

Cllr. David Maxwell attend conference (b).


(c)
Feile Frank McGann and Seminar – Strokestown, Co. Roscommon – 9th – 12th October 2008 


– (approx. cost €750).


(d)
Third Sector Forum – “Local Authority Financing – A Crisis Brewing, the Challenge for 


Councillors” – Killarney Plaza Hotel, Kenmare Place, Co. Kerry – 16th October – 18th 


October 2008 – (approx. cost €800)


On the proposal of Cllr. Sean Conlon seconded by Cllr. Donal Sherry it was agreed that Cllr. 
Padraigín Uí Mhurchadha attend conference (d).


On the proposal of Cllr. Robbie Gallagher seconded by Cllr. Lorcan McAdam it was agreed that 
Cllr. 
Sheila Connolly attend conference (d).

(e) The Douglas Hyde Conference – “Lost in Translation – Amú in Aistriúchán” – Abbeyfield Hotel, Ballaghaderreen, Co. Roscommon – 17th – 19th October 2008 – (approx. cost €700).

The Members agreed that Cllr. David Maxwell, as the Neagh Bann River Basin District Advisory Council Nominee attend the National Advisory Council Conference 2008 – “The Benefits of Good Water Quality to the Community” on the 18th September 2008 in the Lyrath Estate Hotel, Kilkenny.

The Members were circulated with a report complying with Section 142 (5)(f) of the Local Government Act 2001 in relation to the following conferences:-

(a)  21st John Hewitt International Summer School – attended by Cllr. Sheila Connolly

(b)  The Parnell Summer School – “Educating Ireland” – attended by Cllr. Robbie Gallagher.
17.
Sympathy/Congratulations

A vote of congratulations was extended to the following:
· 
Tyrone County Football team who will take on Kerry in the All-Ireland Senior Football Final on Sunday next

· 
Monaghan Ladies Senior Football Team who will play Cork in the Ladies All-Ireland Football Final on Sunday 28th September 2008.  It was agreed to erect bunting and banners in the town to mark the occasion.
·          Tyrone Minor Football Team who will take on Mayo in the All-Ireland Minor Football Final. 

· 
Frank McManus, newly appointed Principal of Beechill College, Monaghan  

· 
John Heaphy on his retirement as Principal from Beechill College, Monaghan  

· 
Anna Mai Rooney on her appointment as Principal of St. Louis Girls National School, Monaghan

· 
Betty Holden on her retirement as Principal from St. Louis Girls National School, Monaghan
· 
Monaghan County Museum on their exhibition - “Magic Miles in Monaghan” – The Great Northern Railway (Ireland)
· 
Seamus McEneaney and his backroom team on being reappointed Senior Management of the Monaghan County Football Team

· 
Martin McVicar and Robert Moffett, Combi Lift on their recently announced expansion plans for the company. 

· 
Brewery Pub (Seamus McKenna) on being shortlisted for the IMRO Live Music Venue of the Year Award
· 
RehabCare, Mall Road, Monaghan on their success in the All Ireland Road Bowling Competition in Madden. 

· 
Monaghan Tidy Towns Committee on their results in the National Tidy Towns Competition

· 
Pat Beagan, Corcaghan on receiving the Gradam an Chomhaltais 2008 award in the Culturlann na hEireann Centre in Dublin. 

A vote of sympathy was extended to 

· Cllr. Padraigín Uí Mhurchadha on the death of her cousin, Nuala Donnelly, Glaslough Street.
18.
Any Other Business
It was noted that the Members of Monaghan Town Council were invited to attend, as observers an “in committee” Meeting held earlier in the day between Monaghan County Council and a delegation from the Health Service Executive North East.  Cllr. Maxwell stated that the HSE’s presentation was very clear that they were operating the policy laid down by Government and if that Policy changed then the HSE would change their direction.  The Members stated that the HSE confirmed that Monaghan General Hospital will close for acute medicine on the 30th November 2008.
This Concluded the Business of the Meeting.

Dated this the 20th Day of October 2008 
_____________________

​​​​​​​​​​Cathaoirleach
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