Monaghan Town Council

Comhairle Baile Mhuineacháin

Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Monaghan Town Council held on Monday 20th October 2008 at 

5.30pm in the Offices of Monaghan Town Council, Town Hall, 1 Dublin Street, Monaghan.

Cathaoirleach:
Cllr. Lorcan McAdam

Present:
Cllrs. Mary Carroll, Sean Conlon, Sheila Connolly, Robbie Gallagher, David Maxwell, Donal Sherry, Malachy Toal & Padraigín Uí Mhurchadha.

In Attendance:
Declan Nelson, County Manager, Gareth McMahon, Town Engineer, Marie Deighan, Town Clerk & Janice Eardley, Clerical Officer.

At the outset of the Meeting it was agreed that a Notice of Urgent Business submitted by Cllrs. Sean Conlon, Donal Sherry, Malachy Toal and Padraigín Uí Mhurchadha be discussed under Item no. 20 on the Agenda (Any Other Business).

1.
Confirmation of September Monthly Meeting held on 15th September 2008

Cllr. David Maxwell proposed that the Minutes of the Monthly Meeting held on the 15th September 2008 be amended in relation to Notice of Motion 14(b) - It was agreed that the Notice of Motion was not adopted but was discussed and requested it would be placed on the agenda for the October Monthly Meeting of the Town Council.  

On the proposal of Cllr. Malachy Toal seconded by Cllr. David Maxwell it was agreed to adopt the amended Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of Monaghan Town Council held on Monday 15th September 2008.

2.
Matters Arising from the Minutes

Cllr. Sean Conlon informed the Members that he was unable to attend the Kerry Life Education Ltd Conference in Killarney, Co. Kerry on the 2nd & 3rd October 2008 as he attended a meeting in the Town Council Chamber on the 2nd October regarding the Garage Theatre.
         The Town Engineer stated that he will pursue the matter of making the pedestrian crossing on the 

         Glen Road wheelchair accessible.
         Cllr. Padraigín Uí Mhurchadha referred to the confirmation from the HSE that Monaghan General 

         Hospital will close for acute medicine on the 30th November 2008 and stated that there will 
         shortly be no full time ambulance service from Monaghan.

3.
Manager’s Orders


Manager’s Orders numbered 211/08 – 241/08 were noted by the Members.

4.
Correspondence 


The Members noted the following correspondence:

· Letter dated 18th September 2008 from Des Kernan, Regional Director’s Office, Social Welfare Services Office regarding the Social Welfare Branch Office in Monaghan.  The Members welcomed this correspondence.
· Acknowledgement dated 6th October 2008 from Eddie Kiernan, Private Secretary, Department of Environment, Heritage & Local Government in relation to a Motion passed by the Members of Monaghan Town Council regarding ice-cream vendors.

· Acknowledgement dated 2nd October 2008 from Darragh Scully, Private Secretary, Department of Health & Children regarding a Motion passed by Monaghan Town Council regarding ice–cream vendors.

· Acknowledgement dated 1st October 2008 from Eddie Kiernan, Private Secretary, Department of Environment, Heritage & Local Government in connection with the Monaghan Main Drainage Scheme.
· Acknowledgement dated 1st October 2008 from Eddie Kiernan, Private Secretary, Department of Environment, Heritage & Local Government in relation to the legal status of learner drivers going into housing estates.

· E-mail dated 19th September 2008 from Aoife O’ Sullivan, Private Secretary to the Minister for Finance regarding the Town Councils Notice of Motion calling on the Government to ensure that cut-backs do not target the most venerable in society.

· Letter dated 18th September 2008 from Pauline Crowley, Head of Marketing, Rehab Group regarding the 34th Annual People of the Year Awards.

· Circular Letter LG09/08 regarding Representational Payment for Councillors effective from 1st September 2008.

· Letter received from Anna Mai Rooney, St. Louis Girls National School, Monaghan conveying her thanks to the Members for their good wishes on her recent appointment as Principal.

· Letter dated 14th October 2008 from Noel Dempsey, TD, Minister for Transport regarding learner drivers and instructors using certain estates to practice driving manoeuvres.
· Correspondence from the Ulster Deaf Sports Council (UDSC) regarding a proposal to hold the 2009 Inter-Provincial Deaf Football Tournament in Monaghan Town from 10th – 13th April 2009.  The Members agreed to look favourably at their request for a sponsorship grant in the region of €7,000 and asked that it be forwarded to the Budget Committee for their consideration. 

5.
Planning Applications 


Planning Applications numbered 08/35 – 08/41 were noted by the Members.

6. 
Business Submitted by An Cathaoirleach


The Cathaoirleach, Cllr. Lorcan Mc Adam called on all parents to exercise vigilance over their 

         children during the Halloween period.   It was noted that the annual Halloween Festivities 
         organised by Monaghan NYP and Monaghan Shopping Centre in association with Monaghan 
         Town Council will take place and it is hoped that this event will attract widespread community 
         support.  It was agreed to circulate the annual notices to all housing estates asking that material not 
         to be given to people who are organising unauthorised bonfires.
7.
Consideration of Reports of Committees 

The Members noted the Minutes of the Budget Sub-Committee Meeting held on the 7th October 2008 and noted that the Tenders for the Electrical Upgrading of 21 Local Authority Dwellings and the Refurbishment of Dwellings at Mullaghmatt were being assessed at present. 
Cllr Padraigín Uí Mhurchadha stated that she attended a Coiste Gaeilge meeting recently and that Sean O’ Raghallaigh, Irish Officer with Monaghan County Council will attend a Meeting of the Town Council to present Scéim Na Gaeilge. Cllr Uí Mhurchadha also informed the Members that she attended a Traveller Accommodation Committee Meeting in the refurbished Traveller Accommodation site at Gortakeegan and encouraged the Members of the Council to view the new accommodation.
8.
Roads/Housing

         The Members welcomed the installation of new street furniture at Peters Lake. 
         It was noted that abandoned vehicles are lifted by a Contractor and brought to the Town Council 
         Machinery Yard area where they are stored until claimed.  The Members were informed that if the 
         vehicles are not claimed within a certain timeframe they are scrapped.

         Cllr. Uí Mhurchadha called for measures to alleviate confusion to motorists and threats to 
         pedestrians which exist at the North Road area of the town where roads leading from Belgium 
         Park, North Road and the Hospital Hill converge.  The Town Engineer stated that he is 
         examining the area and that when he has a solution he will revert to the Members on it.

         The installation of a new footpath on the Old Armagh Road was welcomed by the Members.
         A number of matters were noted for the attention of the Town Engineer:

· Coolshannagh Walk – ramp to be installed within a few weeks.

· St Patrick’s Terrace - safety barrier/railing required in front of St. Patrick’s Terrace housing estate.

· Mullaghmatt Play Park – facility required in this area for younger children.

· Coolshannagh Road – replacement of footpath to be carried out. 
· Estimated cost to be provided to Members on widening of road at St. Patrick’s Terrace.

· Steps at St. Patrick’s Terrace require painting

· Parking of Lorries at New Terrace.

Cllr. Uí Mhurchadha referred to concerns among the Residents of Belgium Park/Square about the fact that old lead piping might still be used in the connections their dwellings had with the Public Water Supply.  The County Manager stated that there is no lead in the Town Public Water Supply and that the only reason that lead present in water could become dangerous was if water was lying ina lead pipe for a considerable period of time.  The County Manager stated that lead had not been used in the last fifty years in domestic installations.  The Town Engineer added that if anyone had concerns they should contact the Water Services Section of Monaghan County Council.
The Members acknowledged receipt of the Report on Road Safety and Accessibility issues affecting Public Roads around Beech Hill School Access, Monaghan and were informed by the Town Engineer that he would be carrying out works to this area in the near future.
9.
Pedestrian Safety

The Members expressed concern that pedestrian crossings in the town were not always being adhered to by motorists and that pedestrians often have to be stopped at crossings for sometime before drivers let them across.  The Members agreed that the pedestrian crossing installed in Park Street had proved to be very effective and stated that if push button crossings were not been installed, such ramps should be used to make the crossings more effective.  Zebra crossings on their own with the amber flashing light were not effective enough.  The Members called on the Engineer to install table top ramps at all proposed new crossings.
10.
Telecommunication Mast at Killygoan


The Members look forward to the removal of the Telecommunication Mast at Killygoan.

11.
Mullaghmatt Remedial Scheme

It was noted that a number of houses are being held in Mullaghmatt at present for decanting purposes to enable the refurbishment of dwellings under the Remedial Works Scheme. 
12.
Consideration of Monaghan Town Council Casual Trading (Control and Description) Bye- Laws 

         The Members raised a number of queries in relation to the Monaghan Town Council (Control and Description) Bye-Laws and it was agreed to refer them to the Council’s solicitor for clarification.  

On the proposal of Cllr Robbie Gallagher seconded by Cllr Mary Carroll it was agreed to adopt the Monaghan Town Council Casual Trading (Control & Description) Bye-Laws as presented.

         The County Manager recommended that the Council undertake a review of the Bye-Laws in the near future to address such issues as the French Markets and events surrounding the Harvest Time Blues Festival.
13.
Establishment and Operation of Joint Policing Committees

The Members noted that details of the Establishment and Operating of Joint Policing Committees were forwarded to the Members on 6th October 2008 in the form of Circular LG10/08.  It was noted that the membership of the JPC shall consist of all Local Authority Members of the Town Council, 3 Members of the Oireachtas, 2 officials nominated by the County Manager, 2 Garda Officers nominated by the Commissioner and 3 persons representing the Community and Voluntary sector.   Declan Nelson, County Manager stated that he has written to the Chief Superintendent and to the Oireachtas Members in accordance with the terms of the Circular requesting that they register their interest in becoming a Member of the Towns JPC. The County Manager also stated that once membership has been agreed the JPC will be up and running.  

Cllr. Robbie Gallagher stated that he felt it was important to record that Monaghan Town Council have always had a good working relationship with the Gardaí on different issues which arose from time to time and that regular meetings had been held to discuss items of mutual concern.  

14.
Mobile Ice-cream Vendors in Housing Estates


It was agreed to place this matter on the Agenda for the November Monthly Meeting of the Town 


Council.
15.
Notices of Motion:- 

(a) “That this Council does not raise the Commercial Rates for the forthcoming year 2009”.

                                                                                                                        Cllrs. Maxwell, Carroll.
Cllr David Maxwell proposed and Cllr Mary Carroll seconded the Notice of Motion. Cllr Padraigín Uí Mhurchadha stated that she agreed with the sentiments of the Motion but proposed that it be dealt with by the Budget Committee of the Town Council.  It was noted that the Town Council’s Local Government Fund has been decreased in 2009 by €90,724 on 2008.  Following a discussion a vote was taken which resulted as follows:-

In favour of the Notice of Motion – Cllrs Maxwell, Carroll (2)
Against the Notice of Motion  - 0 
Abstained from voting – Cllrs. Conlon, Connolly, Gallagher, Mc Adam, Sherry, Toal, Uí Mhurchadha (7) 
The Cathaoirleach deemed the Notice of Motion carried.  

(b) “That this Council engages with the Private Residential Tenancies Board with a view to   

determining on issues of responsibility relating to upkeep and maintenance of private rented properties”.

                                                                                 Cllrs. Conlon, Uí Mhurchadha, Sherry, Toal.



On the proposal of Cllr Donal Sherry seconded by Cllr Malachy Toal it was agreed to support the above Notice of Motion.  The Members expressed the view that some landlords tended to neglect the properties they rent out and that this is very disheartening for those who make an effort to keep their properties well. 

© “In order to alleviate the extraordinary financial pressures being experienced, that this Council


     suspend rent increases for a twelve month period for O.A.P. Local Authority tenants”.

                                                                                                Cllrs. Conlon, Uí Mhurchadha, Sherry, Toal
             Cllr Sean Conlon proposed an amendment to the above Notice of Motion as follows:-
             “In order to alleviate the extraordinary financial pressures being experienced, that this Council 
              reassess rent increases for OAP Local Authority tenants”. 
              This was seconded by Cllr Padraigín Uí Mhurchadha

              Declan Nelson, County Manager stated that the Council operate a Differential Rent Scheme 

              which is a fair system and applicable to all Local Authorities in the County.

16.
Questions


Clrs Gallagher, Connolly & Mc Adam asked:-

(a) In light of the fact that short-term parking spaces appear to be under used in the temporary car park at Mc Nallys yard would the Council consider adding a number of long stay parking spaces there?

It is true that the short-term spaces in the temporary car park are being under utilised, however I would recommend not increasing the number of long-term spaces in this car park because of the potential impact this will have on the operating costs of the multi storey car park when it comes on stream.  If, for whatever reason, Monaghan Town Council retained the additional long-term spaces in the new car park we would have to pay Clarkes a subsidy for these spaces.

         Cllr. Robbie Gallagher proposed and Cllr. Lorcan Mc Adam seconded that additional car parking 

         spaces be provided in the temporary car park.  The County Manager stated that he would examine 

         the proposal and revert to the Members at the next Monthly Meeting.

(b) Would the Council consider doing a survey or asking the ESB to do a survey of public                     lighting in the town to ascertain any deficiencies in the location of lighting or any improvements that might need to be made?

The current public lighting improvement scheme is based on a survey carried out in conjunction with the ESB in 2005, supplemented by annual surveys carried out by Monaghan Town Council Engineering Staff (having taken cognisance of areas of deficiency identified by Councillors). Work on the current scheme is substantially complete (see the attached Schedule of Work).  Total expenditure on this scheme in 2008 will be €88,530.  This exceeds our budget of €55,000, however it was agreed by Members to proceed with this larger scheme when proposed works were presented to Members at a meeting held on the 21st January 2008.

It is our intention to carry out a new survey in conjunction with the ESB early in the New Year to identify further areas that require upgrades.  The proposals that arise from this survey will be presented to the Members in due course.  Any areas identified by Members as being deficient in lighting will be looked at.

Cllrs. Conlon, Uí Mhurchadha, Sherry and Toal asked:-

©   

That the Management of this Council elaborate, for the benefit of the Councillors and citizens alike, as to where we find ourselves in the aftermath of the Government Budget announced on Tuesday 14th October, in the context of finance and the development of social infrastructure.

Attached is a copy of Circular Letter Fin 08/2008 on the Local Government Purpose Allocation for 2009. Monaghan Town Council has been allocated €1,224,191 for 2009 which is a shortfall of €90,724 on 2008 (€1,314,915)
(d)    With the recent reduction of interest rates announced by the European Central Bank and followed 
by most lending institutions, what efforts have this Council made in conjunction with Monaghan 
County Council in reducing interest rates charged on Local Authority Housing Loans?

Monaghan Town Council do not administer variable rate loans on Local Authority Housing.

17.
Resolutions from other Local Authorities

(a) “That the Members of Kerry County Council call on the Government to improve funding for 

Local Authorities by allowing a percentage of the VAT collected in each county to be refunded to that county (without an increase in the VAT rate nationally) to ensure the proper funding of Local Authorities who are under extreme pressure at present”

                                                                                                                   Kerry County Council.
The Members agreed to mark the above Resolution read.
(b) “That this Council contact the Minister for Foreign Affairs requesting that he uses every 

Diplomatic measure at his disposal to influence the authorities in Belarus with a view to reversing their decision to not allow children in that region to travel to Ireland”

                                                                                                              Ballinasloe Town Council
The Members supported the above Resolution.

18. Conferences

(a) Association of Irish Festivals Events (AOIFE) 15th Annual Conference 2008 – Carlton 

Shearwater Hotel, Ballinasloe, Co. Galway – 6th – 8th November 2008 – (approx. cost  €870).

On the proposal of Cllr Padraigín Uí Mhurchadha seconded by Cllr David Maxwell it was agreed that Cllr Sean Conlon attend the above conference.

(b) National Conference on Plantations in Ulster – “Across the Narrow Sea: Plantations in 

Ulster” – Four Seasons Hotel, Monaghan – 7th & 8th November 2008 – (Registration Fee €25).

Cllr Donal Sherry proposed and it was unanimously agreed that all Members, if possible,  attend conference (b).



©
Comhar SDC National Conference 2008 – “Implementing Sustainable Development: 




Empowering Local Communities” – Radisson SAS Royal Hotel, Dublin – 11th & 12th 




November 2008 – (approx. cost €700).

        

    On the proposal of Cllr Robbie Gallagher seconded by Cllr Lorcan Mc Adam it was 
                        agreed that Cllr Sheila Connolly attend conference ©.

(d)  Clare Tourist Council/Clare County Council – “Co-operation and Integration” – The Key

to Successful Tourism – Falls Hotel, Ennistymon, Co. Clare – 27th – 29th November 2008 – (approx. cost €1000).

On the proposal of Cllr Mary Carroll seconded by Cllr Robbie Gallagher it was agreed that Cllr David Maxwell attend conference (d).

(e)  Local Authority Members Association (L.A.M.A.) Annual Winter Seminar 2008 – TF 

 Royal Hotel, Old Westport Road, Castlebar, Co. Mayo – 26th & 27th November 2008 –   (approx. cost €860)

On the proposal of Cllr Sheila Connolly seconded by Cllr Lorcan Mc Adam it was agreed that Cllr Robbie Gallagher attend conference (e). On the proposal of Cllr Sean Conlon seconded by Cllr Donal Sherry it was agreed that Cllr Malachy Toal attend conference (e)
                 The Members were circulated with a report complying with Section 142(5)(f) of the Local 

                 Government Act 2001 in relation to the following Conferences:-

(a) AMAI Conference, Sligo – attended by Cllr. Sean Conlon. 

(b) Local Authority Financing, Killarney – attended by Cllr. Padraigín Uí Mhurchadha

      19.     Sympathy/Congratulations



A vote of Congratulations was extended to the following:

· St Mary’s Boys National School, Monaghan on winning the Frank Mc Ginn Cup in the Cumann Na mBunscol Competition.

· Gaelscoil Ultain, Muineachan on winning the Northern Standard Cup in the Cumann Na mBunscol Competition.

· Tyrone County Football team on winning the All Ireland Senior Football Final.

· Monaghan Ladies County Football team on their success in the All Ireland Football final.

· Latton G.F.C. on winning the County Senior Championship Football final

· Ballybay G.F.C. on winning the Intermediate Championship Football Final
· Drumhowan G.F.C. on winning the Junior Championship Football Final
· Monaghan United Ladies Football Team on winning two prestigious National Competitions 
         recently.

The Cathaoirleach, Cllr Lorcan Mc Adam thanked the Leas Cathaoirleach, Cllr Mary Carroll on her officiating in his absence at the Civic Reception for the Tyrone Football Team and the Ladies County Football Team.

A vote of Sympathy was extended to the Mc Guinness Family, Killycard, Castleblayney on the recent death of Michael Mc Guinness.

      20.      Any Other Business

It was agreed to deal with the following Notice of Urgent Business:- 

“That this Council discuss implications of recent Budget announcements regarding the closure of Monaghan Army Barracks and the withdrawal of medical cards to over 70’s”

                            Cllrs Sean Conlon, Donal Sherry, Malachy Toal & Padraigín Uí Mhurchadha.  
Cllr Sean Conlon referred to recent Budget announcements including the 1% income levy, the pupil/teacher ratio, vat increases, withdrawal of automatic medical card entitlement for over 70’s,  etc.  On the proposal of Cllr Sean Conlon seconded by Cllr Mary Carroll it was agreed to write to Mary Harney, T.D. Minister for Health & Children and Taoiseach Brian Cowan requesting them to reverse the budget decision to withdraw the automatic medical card entitlement for the over 70’s.  It was also agreed that the Town Clerk e-mail the Cavan/Monaghan TD’s imploring on them to support a Fine Gael Private Members Motion in relation to the matter.

Cllr Sean Conlon proposed that a letter be sent to Willie O’ Dea, T.D., Minister for Defence, asking him to reconsider and reverse his decision to have the Monaghan Military Barracks closed.  This was seconded by Cllr. Mary Carroll.  Cllr David Maxwell stated that the Fine Gael Party are organising a Public Meeting on Friday night in the Four Seasons Hotel to highlight the closure of the Barracks and stated that it is estimated that the Army presence is worth in the region of €4m per annum to the local economy.  It was further agreed that a meeting be sought with Minister O’ Dea in relation to the closure of the Monaghan Military Barracks.

Cllr David Maxwell suggested that the Military Barracks property at Knockaconny be considered for County Council Offices.
Cllr David Maxwell left the Council Chamber.
It was noted that Monaghan Town Council met Representatives from the Monaghan Chamber of Commerce a few months ago regarding Christmas lighting 2008 and it was agreed that Monaghan Town Council erect the Christmas lighting in the town.  It was noted that a quotation for the erection of the lights is being sought at present.
This Concluded the Business of the Meeting.

Dated this the 17th Day of November 2008 

_____________________

​​​​​​​​​​Cathaoirleach
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