Monaghan Town Council

Comhairle Bhaile Mhuineacháin

Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Monaghan Town Council held on Monday 19th May 2008 at 
5.30pm in Teach na nDaoine Family Resource Centre, Mullaghmatt, Monaghan.

Cathaoirleach:
Cllr. Padraigín Uí Mhurchadha
Present:
Cllrs. Sean Conlon, Sheila Connolly, Robbie Gallagher, David Maxwell, Lorcan McAdam, Donal Sherry & Malachy Toal.
In Attendance:
Declan Nelson, County Manager, Gareth McMahon, Town Engineer, Marie Deighan, Town Clerk & Donna Toal, Clerical Officer.
An apology for inability to attend was received from Cllr. Mary Carroll.
At the outset the Cathaoirleach, Cllr. Padraigín Uí Mhurchadha passed a vote of sympathy with Declan Nelson, County Manager on the recent death of his father, Liam Nelson.  The County Manager, on behalf of his family, thanked everyone who travelled for the funeral and stated that he appreciated the support he received from the people of Monaghan.
Cllr. Padraigín Uí Mhurchadha welcomed the Members and staff of Monaghan Town Council to Teach na nDaoine Family Resource Centre for the May Monthly Meeting.
1.
Confirmation of April Monthly Meeting held on 21st April 2008
On the proposal of Cllr. Malachy Toal seconded by Cllr. David Maxwell it was agreed to adopt the Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of Monaghan Town Council held on Monday 21st April 2008.
2.
Confirmation of Meeting held in-Committee on 21st April 2008

On the proposal of Cllr. David Maxwell seconded by Cllr. Padraigín Uí Mhurchadha it was agreed 
to amend the Minutes of the Meeting held in-committee on 21st April 2008 to read as follows:

“Following a discussion it was agreed to instruct the Architects, as previously agreed, to proceed to 
develop a 3-D virtual model of the proposed housing development at Tirkeenan and the 
surrounding area”.


The County Manager informed the Members that Monaghan Town Council have received a  

         Housing Capital Allocation of  €3.5m for 2008 from the Department of the Environment, Heritage 

         and Local Government.  The Members noted that the proposed completions for 2008 are as 

         follows:- 
         Knockroe, Clones Road – Part V - €850,000

         Rope Walk, (Fowlers) – Part V - €660,000

         Lime Grove, Plantation – Part V - €380,000

         Latlurcan, W.J. Dolan – Part V - €2,750,000


The Members noted that Monaghan County Council have opened tenders to appoint Consultants to 
design a Scheme to planning permission stage in relation to the proposed County Council offices 
on O’Neills Farm.  

3.
Matters Arising From the Minutes
Gareth McMahon, Town Engineer informed the Members that provision of carparking on the Poundhill area will be examined in the near future.
The Cathaoirleach, Cllr. Padraigín Uí Mhurchadha commended the large turnout of people at the Protest March that was held on the 10th May in connection with Monaghan General Hospital.  Cllr. Uí Mhurchadha thanked the local press for attending and reporting on the protest and stated that she was disappointed that the hospital protest was not mentioned on the national airwaves or in the national newspapers.  Cllr. Conlon appealed to the Fianna Fáil Members to convey the sentiments of the Monaghan people to their colleagues in the Dáil in relation to the Hospital.  Cllr. Robbie Gallagher replied that they will do everything they possibly can for the benefit of the people of the County.
It was noted that an Information Day on the Monaghan Town Sewerage Collection Network Scheme took place on Thursday 15th May 2008 in the Market House, Monaghan.
4.
Manager’s Orders

The Members noted Managers Orders numbered 109/08 – 129/08 and welcomed the appointment 
         of Consultants to carry out an Audit of the existing situation/junction arrangement at Beech Hill 
         College, Monaghan.  It was noted that the Consultant’s recommendation will be brought before the 
         Members within a few months. 
5.
Correspondence:-

The Members noted the following correspondence:
· Letter dated 22nd April 2008 from Monaghan County Council stating that the proposal to provide a further phase of housing at Rooskey Vale has been included in the Housing Programme for 2009 – 2013.
· Letter dated 29th April 2008 from Gerard Martin, Bus Route Regulation Section, Department of Transport regarding Bus Eireann’s proposed amendment to the Monaghan to Dublin Bus Service.  The Members expressed concern in relation to the long delay in processing the application and called on the Department to expedite the matter.  
· Acknowledgement dated the 1st May 2008 from Sinead McGuiness, Private Secretary, Department of Justice, Equality and Law Reform regarding the establishing of Joint Policing Committees.
6. 
Planning Applications
Planning Applications numbered 08/13 -  08/16 were noted by the Members.

7.
Business Submitted by An Cathaoirleach
The Cathaoirleach, Cllr. Padraigín Uí Mhurchadha welcomed the grant of €2m awarded by the Department of Arts, Sport and Tourism towards the construction of a new purpose built Theatre facility for the town.  Cllr. Uí Mhurchadha complimented all those involved in the application for funding.  It was agreed to send a letter of congratulations to the Committee stating that the Town Council are willing to support and work in partnership with the Committee on the proposed development with a view to bringing the project to the next stage.

It was agreed that a letter be sent to the Department of Social and Family Affairs calling for the relocation of the Social Welfare Branch Office at Rooskey, Monaghan.
8.
Consideration of Reports of Committees
The Cathaoirleach, Cllr. Padraigín Uí Mhurchadha stated that the Coiste Gaeilge Committee are organising a Presentation evening for those who won window displays surrounding the St. Patricks Festival Weekend.
9.
Roads/Housing
A number of matters were noted for the attention of the Town Engineer

· Zebra crossing – Glen Road – area to be made accessible for wheelchair users

· Proposed parking arrangements for Coolshannagh Walk – Residents Association to be consulted


The Members welcomed the upgrading of lights at Cortolvin Road and the fencing off of the 
playpark in Killygoan.

10.
Pedestrian Safety

         It was noted that white road markings are in need of upgrading at the entrance to Coyles Factory at Plantation.

11.
Telecommunication Mast At Killygoan
The Members looked forward to the removal of the Telecommunication Mast at Killygoan.

12.
Consideration of County Managers Report in Accordance with Part VIII of the 
Planning & Development Regulations 2001 for Planning Permission for Mullaghmatt 
Remedial Works Scheme Phase II over approx. 3.3 hectares at Mullaghmatt, Monaghan  

The Members noted the County Manager’s Report dated the 15th April 2008 in accordance with Part V111 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 for Planning Permission for Mullaghmatt Remedial Works Scheme Phase 11 over approximately 3.3 hectares at Mullaghmatt, Monaghan.  The Members also noted letter dated the 14th May 2008 received from the Council’s Solicitor in relation to the Part V111 Planning Application for  the Remedial Works Scheme.  Following the consideration of the Manager’s Report and on the proposal of Cllr. Malachy Toal seconded by Cllr. Sean Conlon it was agreed to vary the development and to proceed with piping the stream over its entire length.

         The Members noted letter dated the 1st May 2008 received from Joe Meagher, Acting Senior Staff Officer, Drogheda Borough Council in relation to the Sinn Fein Members of Monaghan Town Council visiting the Remedial Works Scheme in St. Finian’s Park, Drogheda.  Gareth Mc Mahon, Town Engineer stated that he obtained costs for certain works to private dwellings in the estate as follows:-

         Phase 2

         Cost of cleaning and painting external walls of private dwellings - 27 No. - €19,470 

         Cost of external works (walls, drives, gates, railings, etc) to private dwellings – 27 no. - €44,600

         Balance of Scheme (including properties omitted in Phase 1)

         Cost of cleaning and painting external walls of private dwellings – 63 No. - €45,500

         Cost of external works (walls, drives, gates, railings, etc) to private dwellings – 63 No. - €105,000

         The above figures are indicative only and are based upon budget figures submitted to the Department for approval.

         Cllr. Sean Conlon proposed that monies from internal capital receipts be set aside to carry out external curtilage works to the private dwellings in Mullaghmatt to bring them in line with the remainder of the housing estate and thus providing uniformity to the entire estate.  This was seconded by Cllr. Padraigín Uí Mhurchadha.


Cllr. Robbie Gallagher proposed that in fairness to the rate/tax payers of the town that private owners/investors of dwellings in the Mullaghmatt Estate be requested to make a contribution towards the works involved in the Remedial Scheme.  This was seconded by Cllr. David Maxwell.


On the proposal of Cllr. Sean Conlon seconded by Cllr. Donal Sherry it was agreed that a roll call vote be taken which resulted as follows:-.


 In favour of Cllr. Conlon’s proposal:  Cllrs. Conlon, Connolly, Sherry, Toal, Uí Mhurchadha (5)

Against Cllr. Conlon’s proposal: Cllr. Maxwell (1)

         Cllrs. Gallagher and Mc Adam abstained from voting (2)

In favour of Cllr. Gallagher’s proposal: Cllrs. Connolly, Gallagher, Maxwell, McAdam (4)


Against Cllr. Gallagher’s proposal : Cllrs. Conlon, Sherry, Toal, Uí Mhurchadha (4)


The Cathaoirleach, Cllr. Padraigín Uí Mhurchadha used her casting vote which resulted as follows:


In favour of Cllr. Gallagher’s proposal: (4)


Against Cllr. Gallagher’s proposal: (5)
         Cllr. Conlon’s proposal to vary the development and to proceed to set aside internal capital receipts to carry out external curtilage works to private dwellings in Mullaghmatt was carried.

13.
Consideration of County Manager’s Report in Accordance with Part VIII of the 
Planning & Development Regulations 2001 for Permission for proposal which will affect 
100m of Urban Roads in the Monaghan Town Council Area.  Works is to be carried out 
on Glaslough Street, from the junction with the Glaslough Street Carpark as far as the 
Diamond.  The proposed improvement works includes the provision of a controlled crossing 
(zebra crossing) point, provision of designated parking, upgrading of the storm water 
network and drainage, undergrounding of ESB Network Cables, the realignment, widening 
and paving of footpaths, provision of decorative bollards and light columns, resurfacing of 
the road and various ancillaries at Glaslough Street, Monaghan Town.

The Members requested that this item be deferred pending a further proposal from the Traders in 
         Glaslough Street.  It was agreed to meet in two weeks time to discuss the matter.
14.
People of the Year Awards 2008

On the proposal of Cllr. Padraigín Uí Mhurchadha seconded by Cllr. Malachy Toal it was agreed to nominate the Management and Staff of Monaghan General Hospital for the People of the Year Awards 2008.
15.
Motions for Annual A.M.A.I. Conference 2008

It was agreed to defer this matter until the June Monthly Meeting of the Town Council.
16.
Consideration of Approval to dispose of Plot of Ground at Tirkeenan, Monaghan in accordance with Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 

On the proposal of Cllr. Sean Conlon seconded by Cllr. David Maxwell it was agreed to dispose of 4.5sq.m. of ground at Tirkeenan, Monaghan to Ronan and Valerie Kilmurry, 6 Pound Hill, Tirkeenan in accordance with Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 and as per notice dated 8th May 2008.
17.
Question:-

Cllrs. Uí Mhurchadha, Conlon, Sherry and Toal asked:

(a) Has there been any reply from the HSE to the dental crisis currently facing children in Monaghan.

No.

June 2007 – Letter issued to Dr. Fergal Connolly, Principal Dental Officer, Cavan General Hospital regarding backlog of cases for dental treatment for Primary School Children.

June 2007 – Reply received from Dr. Connolly stating that the situation referred to is due to an acute shortage of dentists and that approval has been given to replace up to 4 General Dental Surgeons.

July 2007 – Letter to Dr. Connolly asking him to keep the Town Council informed of when the posts will be filled.

July 2007 – Letter to Mary Harney, T.D. requesting that an arrangement be put in place similar to the National Treatment Purchase Fund where people on waiting lists for dental treatment could avail of such a service in the Border counties.

December 2007 – Reply received from Mary Harney, T.D. stating that she is not aware of any issues relating to waiting lists for routine dental treatment in Monaghan and that a new National Oral Health Policy Report will be available in Summer 2008.

January 2008 – copy of Dr. Fergal Connolly’s letter of June 2007 sent to Mary Harney, T.D., Minister for Health and Children for her information and attention.

January 2008 - Acknowledgement received from Mary Harney, T.D., Minister for Health and Children.

Cllr. Malachy Toal welcomed the appointment of two dentists to the Cavan/Monaghan area and requested that a letter be sent to the Minister for Health and Children seeking the following information in relation to the appointments:

· Will sixth class children be included under this treatment programme?

· Are there adequate facilities in the Hospital to accommodate the additional dentists?

· Will children up to the age of sixteen be allowed avail of the treatment.
18.
Resolutions from other Local Authorities

(a) “That this Council calls on the HSE and the Department of Health to improve neurological 
           services in this country as a matter of priority”.
Mullingar Town Council

On the proposal of Cllr. David Maxwell seconded by Cllr. Robbie Gallagher it was agreed to adopt the above Resolution.

(b) “That Clonmel Borough Council ask the Minister for the Environment to overhaul the current driving test, as the current failure rate of 50% is not acceptable and that Cahir Testing Centre or another suitable venue be opened in order to reduce the current waiting time to sit a test which is 6 months or more at present and that this motion be circulated to all Local Authorities”.

Clonmel Borough Council

It was agreed to mark the above Resolution read.

(c) “We, in Killarney Town Council, believe the Immigration, Residence and Protection Bill 2008 represents an ideal opportunity to comprehensively reform outdated and inadequate immigration legislation; however we believe, the Bill as it stands, fails to capitalise on this opportunity.


If enacted without significant amendments, the legislation will seriously erode migrants’ 
rights while at the same time failing to address some of the serious flaws in the system, 
namely, unacceptable delays in the decision-making process, inconsistent decision making, 
an over-reliance on the courts to resolve problems and lack of clarity about rights, 
entitlements and obligations of migrants in Ireland.  We call on the Government to amend the 
Bill accordingly”.

Killarney Town Council

On the proposal of Cllr. Sean Conlon seconded by Cllr. David Maxwell it was agreed to adopt the above Resolution.

(d) “A large proportion of motor cycle accidents resulting in serious injury and death are directly related to road conditions and in particular to road repairs.  In light of this I would call on this Town Council and all other Councils throughout Ireland to insist that road works be finished to a high standard for all road users, and that in particular the practice of “bedding in” new surfaces be stopped, and adequate warning of roadworks be monitored on a daily basis”.

Passage West Town Council

The Members agreed to support the above Resolution.
19.
Conferences
(a) Cork County Council – “National Hub Town Conference” – Hibernian Hotel, Mallow, Co. Cork – 29th May 2008 – (approx. cost €700).
(b) Dundalk Chamber – “Planning and Developing a Centre for the North East, Shaping up Dundalk” – Park Inn Hotel, Dundalk, Co. Louth – 10th June 2008 – (approx. cost €230).
(c) Respond Housing Association National Conference 2008 – “Sustaining Social Housing Communities; Failing to prepare = Preparing to fail?” – The Killeshin Hotel, Portlaoise, Co. Laois – 5th June 2008 – (approx. cost €680).
On the proposal of Cllr. Sean Conlon seconded by Cllr. Donal Sherry it was agreed that Cllr. Padraigín Uí Mhurchadha attend conference (c).  
The Members were circulated with a letter from Pat Mangan, Assistant Secretary, Department of Transport regarding a Regional Information Session on the Transport 21 Capital Investment Framework in the Cavan Crystal Hotel on Thursday 29th May 2008 at 11.00a.m.

The Members were circulated with a report complying with Section 142(5)(f) of the Local Government Act 2001 in relation to the following Conference:-

Youth Participation Project – “From Here to Where”?...Making connections for Youth Participation” – attended by Cllr. Sean Conlon.

20.
Sympathy / Congratulations


A vote of sympathy was extended to the following:

· The families of the late road racers, Martin Finnegan and Robert Dunlop who tragically lost their lives recently.

· The family of former Uachtaran na hEireann, Dr. Patrick Hillery.
· The victims of the recent earthquake in China
· The victims of the recent cyclone disaster in Burma

A vote of congratulations was extended to the following:

· The participants and organisers of the 10K Blackwater Regional Partnership Challenge on Sunday 18th May.
· Brendan Smith, T.D., newly appointed Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food.
21.
Any Other Business
The Cathaoirleach, Cllr. Padraigín Uí Mhurchadha encouraged everyone to attend upcoming events in the Market House, Monaghan.
Cllr. David Maxwell was informed that the Court case in relation to Casual Trading is scheduled to take place in September 2008.
This Concluded the Business of the Meeting.

Dated this the 16th day of June 2008 
_____________________
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