Monaghan Town Council

Comhairle Bhaile Mhuineacháin

Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Monaghan Town Council held on Monday 16th June 2008 at 
5.30pm in the Offices of Monaghan Town Council, Town Hall, 1 Dublin Street, Monaghan.

Cathaoirleach:
Cllr. Lorcan McAdam
Present:
Cllrs. Mary Carroll, Sean Conlon, Sheila Connolly, Robbie Gallagher, David Maxwell, Donal Sherry, Malachy Toal and Padraigín Uí Mhurchadha.
In Attendance:
Declan Nelson, County Manager, Gareth McMahon, Town Engineer, Marie Deighan, Town Clerk and Joanne Lavery, Acting Clerical Officer.
Attendance of Ms. Moira Kelly, Environmental Awareness Officer, Monaghan County Council.

The Members welcomed Ms. Moira Kelly, Environmental Awareness Officer, Monaghan County

Council to the Meeting who gave a detailed presentation on Household Waste Management and 

Recycling.  

A question and answer session followed.

The Members thanked Ms. Kelly for her informative presentation.  Ms. Kelly left the Council Chamber.

1.
Confirmation of May Monthly Meeting held on 19th May 2008
On the proposal of Cllr. Sheila Connolly seconded by Cllr. Robbie Gallagher it was agreed to adopt the Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of Monaghan Town Council held on Monday 19th May 2008.
2.
Matters Arising from the Minutes

The Town Engineer informed the Members that their request for an area of the Glen Road (Zebra 

         Crossing area) to be made accessible for wheelchair users has been brought to the attention of the 
         Area Engineer. 
         It was noted that the provision of carparking on the Pound Hill area will be carried out in the near 
         future. 
         The Members were informed that negotiations will begin shortly with Architects in relation to 
         proposed Housing at Rooskey Vale.

Cllr. Padraigín Uí Mhurchadha stated that due to unforeseen circumstances she was unable to 
attend the Respond Housing Association National Conference 2008 which she was nominated to 
attend at the May Monthly Meeting of Monaghan Town Council.  The Members noted that Cllr. 
Sean Conlon attended in her place.   

3.
Manager’s Orders

The Members noted Manager’s Orders numbered 130/08 – 149/08

4.
Correspondence 

The Members noted the following correspondence:
· Letter dated 28th May 2008 from Ray Mitchell, Director, Health Service Executive stating that it would not be appropriate for HSE Officials to appear at a Town Council meeting on foot of a request for a meeting regarding Monaghan General Hospital.  Mr. Mitchell stated that the HSE is more than willing to provide specific briefing to any, or all, Monaghan Town Councillors in the Network and Regional Health Office, Kells or in another setting agreed geographically and procedurally.  It was noted that Monaghan County Council received similar correspondence from the HSE and that the Town Council and the County Council would meet together with the HSE as previously agreed.
· Letter dated 21st May 2008 from Gerry Winters, Customer Services Manager, ESB Contracts Ltd., in relation to Public Lighting on the Pound Hill and Belgium Park area.
· Letter dated 9th June 2008 from Doreen Murray, Programme Division, National Roads Authority in relation to the provision of a footpath on the new Monaghan Bypass.  It was agreed to write to the National Roads Authority inviting them to examine the current situation on the Monaghan Bypass which is dangerous for recreational walkers.  It was pointed out that Mitchelstown have a footpath installed on their bypass.  

· Letter dated 29th May 2008 from Brendan Smith TD, Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food appreciating the Town Councils letter of congratulations on his appointment.

· Acknowledgement dated 30th May 2008 from John Doherty, Private Secretary, Department of Social and Family Affairs regarding the relocation of the Social Welfare Branch Office at Rooskey, Monaghan.
· Acknowledgement dated May 2008 from Noel og McConnell, Feargal O’Hanlon G.F.C. acknowledging receipt of €1,000 from Monaghan Town Council under the Community Grant Scheme.

5.
Planning Applications

Planning Applications numbered 08/17 – 08/19 were noted by the Members.

         Cllr. David Maxwell referred to a recent article in a local newspaper which referred to 
         planning permission delays for two new outlets outside the town boundary and asked the County 
         Manager if he would comment on the matter.  The County Manager stated that in relation to the 
         Planning Application for “KFC” – the application was lodged on the 27/9/07, additional 
         information on car parking was requested on the 20/11/07 and received on the 1/4/08 and planning 
         permission was granted on the 25/4/08.  The planning application for the “Next” outlet was lodged 
         on the 20/2/08 and granted on the 14/4/08.
6. 
Business Submitted by An Cathaoirleach
No business was submitted by An Cathaoirleach.
7.
Consideration of Reports of Committees
Cllr. Padraigín Uí Mhurchadha stated that she attended a Coiste Gaeilge meeting and that this committee are examining the Town Council’s request in relation to investigating the possibility of applying for a grant for Irish Language Christmas Lights for Christmas 2008. Cllr. Uí Mhurchadha also attended a recent Traveller Consultative Committee Meeting.
8.
Roads/Housing
A number of matters were noted for the attention of the Town Engineer:
· Entrance to Beechgrove – unsurfaced 

· Post Office – pedestrian railing requires repair

· Crossing at “Magic Roundabout”, Park Street.
· Parking of cars outside driveways when matches are being played at Belgium Park Football Field

· Lorries parking in New Terrace 

· Gullies to be cleaned out – Glaslough Street


The Members welcomed the upgrading of public lighting at Belgium Square and Belgium Park.


Cllr. Donal Sherry condemned recent vandalism to signs in the Dr. McKenna Terrace area.

         It was agreed that the Town Council liaise with Monaghan County Council’s Meeting 

         Administrator with a view to receiving an invitation to attend a Meeting on the 7th July 2008 in 
         relation to the proposed N54/N2 Relief Road.

9.
Pedestrian Safety

The Town Engineer stated that the development and design of the North Road are on-going and 
that a report on road safety and accessibility issues affecting public roads around Beech Hill 
         College, Monaghan had been received and will be acted upon.
10.
Telecommunication Mast at Killygoan
The Members looked forward to the removal of the telecommunication mast at Killygoan.

11.
Consideration of County Managers Report in accordance with Part VIII of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 for Permission for proposal which will affect 100m of Urban Roads in the Monaghan Town Council Area.  Works is to be carried out on Glaslough Street, from the junction with the Glaslough Street Car Park as far as The Diamond.  The proposed improvement works includes the provision of a controlled crossing (zebra crossing) point, provision of designated parking, upgrading of the storm water network and drainage, undergrounding of ESB Network Cables, the realignment, widening and paving of footpaths, provision of decorative bollards and light columns, resurfacing of the road and various ancillaries at Glaslough Street, Monaghan Town 
The Members noted the County Manager’s Report dated the 15th May 2008 in accordance with Part V111 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 in relation to the above.  

The Members were circulated with drawing number 001 dated 12th June 2008 – an alternative proposal for footpaths and parking prepared by Patrick Kelly, FJ Coyle & Associates, Consulting Engineers, Monaghan.  The County Manager emphasised that the alternative proposal does not meet design standards or the “Access for All” document recently adopted by the Members.

The Members stated that the Traders in Glaslough Street object to the Council’s plans which, if implemented will remove on-street carparking from one side of the street.  They stated that this street formed part of the N2 and since the opening of the bypass not the same volume of traffic is now using the street.
It was agreed that the Town Engineer meet with Mr. Kelly as soon as possible to reach a compromise in relation to Phase 2 Refurbishment Works for Glaslough Street.  It was agreed that the Town Council meet on Monday 23rd June 2008 at 6.00pm to finalise the Part V111 Planning.  
12.
Motions for Annual A.M.A.I. Conference 2008  

It was agreed that if the Members had Motions to submit to the A.M.A.I. Annual Conference that they would contact the Town Clerk on or before the closing date of June 30th 2008.
13.
Town Twinning

The Members noted e-mails dated 26th May 2008 and 16th June 2008 in relation to Town 
Twinning.  It was agreed that the Town Twinning Committee meet on Monday the 23rd June 2008 
at 5.30p.m. 
14.
Notices of Motion:-

(a)
“That this Council continues to support the provision of Number 51 Mullaghmatt to the 
Youth House Committee serving Mullaghmatt/Cortolvin Youth”.
Cllrs. Uí Mhurchadha, Conlon, Sherry, Toal


On the proposal of Cllr. Padraigín Uí Mhurchadha seconded by Cllr. Malachy Toal it was agreed to adopt the above Notice of Motion.

(b)
“With the recent publication of the Intoxicating Liquor Bill 2008, that Monaghan Town 
Council urges the Government to expedite its passage into law including provision for the 
establishment of Local Licensing Fora that will provide a multi-stakeholder forum that will 
assist in the reduction of alcohol related disorder”.

Cllrs. Uí Mhurchadha, Conlon, Sherry, Toal


On the proposal of Cllr. Sean Conlon seconded by Cllr. Malachy Toal it was agreed to adopt the above Notice of Motion.


(c)
“In an effort to improve access between carparks and town streets and businesses, that this 
Council conduct a signage assessment with a view to improving same”. 

Cllrs. Uí Mhurchadha, Conlon, Sherry, Toal


On the proposal of Cllr. Sean Conlon seconded by Cllr. Padraigín Uí Mhurchadha it was agreed to adopt the above Notice of Motion.

15.
Question:-

Cllrs. Uí Mhurchadha, Conlon, Sherry and Toal asked:


When will the establishment of a taxi rank be implemented?


It is intended to bring draft bye-laws before the Members at the July 2008 Monthly Meeting of the Town Council and, if approved the taxi rank will be implemented in September 2008.
16.
Resolutions from other Local Authorities:-

(a)
“That this Council calls on the Minister for the Environment to allow Local Authorities to 
decide housing policy in their respective areas and that we further call on the Minister to 
ensure that the acquisition of land banks for social housing continues as a central plank of 
housing policy at a local level”.
New Ross Town Council 


The Members supported the above Resolution.

(b) “That we never forget the appalling tragedy of the Famine, the people who died, those who 
had to leave our shores in search of a new life and to escape the terrible tragedy of Ireland at 
that time.  In our dramatically changing Ireland it is very important that we remember the 
history of our country, therefore Macroom Town Council proposes that on an annual basis 
perhaps one of the Public Holiday Mondays be set aside as Famine Remembrance Day”.

Macroom Town Council


The Members supported the above Resolution.

(c) “That Macroom Town Council call on the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government to change the law regarding the payment of refuse charges in private rented accommodation.  At present, this is the duty of the tenants and not the Landlord.  In a lot of cases the tenants do not have long-term contracts, so why should they pay annual refuse charges.  If a refuse service is provided to tenants, they will use it.  A small increase in tenants rent would off-set the cost to landlords.  Fly tipping has become a major national problem and this Council believes that a change in this law would greatly reduce this problem”.
Macroom Town Council


The Members marked the above Resolution read.
17.
Conferences

(a)
Carlow 6th National Tourism Conference – “Success on your Doorstep – Managing your 
Local Environment for Tourism Growth” – Ramada Hotel and Suites at Killerig Golf Resort, 
Killerig, Co. Carlow – 18th – 20th June 2008 – (approx. cost €850).


(b)
JFK Trust New Ross and the US Ireland Forum Symposium – 28th June 2008.


(c)
A Journey of Remembering – Island of Ireland Partnership – 9th – 12th November 2008.


It was agreed that if any Member wishes to attend conference (c) that they make contact with the Town Clerk on or before the closing date of July 11th.


The Members were circulated with a report complying with Section 142 (5)(f) of the Local Government Act 2001 in relation to the following conferences:-

(a) 
Colmcille Heritage Trust – “The Mutual Benefits of North/South Co-operation” - attended by 
Cllr. Robbie Gallagher.

(b)
Sherkin Island Marine Station 24th Annual Environment Conference – “Water – The 
Challenges for Users” – attended by Cllr. David Maxwell

(c)
Youth Participation Project – “From Here to Where? – Making Connections for Youth – 
attended by Cllr. Robbie Gallagher.


(d)
Listowel Conference 2008 – “The Role of Local Government and Community & Rural 
Development” – attended by Cllr. Sheila Connolly.


(e)
National Adult Literacy Agency – “Literacy and the Local Authority - How to Develop 
Literacy/Friendly Policies and Practices across the Organisation” – attended by Cllr. David 
Maxwell.

(f)
Respond Housing Association National Conference 2008 – “Sustaining Social Housing 
Communities – Failing to prepare = Preparing to fail?” – attended by Cllr. Sean Conlon.
18.
Sympathy/Congratulations


A vote of sympathy was extended to the following:

· 
The family of the late Maurice Alan Graham, Dernagrew 
· 
The family of the late Noel Mallon, Kilnadrain.

· 
The family of the late Rev. Walter Herron, Armagh.


A vote of congratulations was extended to the following:

· 
Bishop Joseph Duffy on the occasion of the Golden Jubilee of his Ordination to the Priesthood.

· 
Monaghan Rotary Club on the occasion of their 40 years of Rotary in Monaghan.
· 
Monaghan County Museum on being the first Local Authority Museum in the country to be awarded full accreditation under the Heritage Council Museum Standards Programme for Ireland.

· 
Darragh McCluskey, formerly Belgium Park on his RTE Production on the life of Pat Mc Cabe, Clones. 
19.
Any Other Business
On the proposal of Cllr. Padraigín Uí Mhurchadha seconded by Cllr. Mary Carroll it was agreed to host a joint Civic Reception for the new Chilean Ambassador to Ireland, Cecilia McKenna.  It was further proposed that the Civic Reception be a joint venture between Monaghan County Council and Monaghan Town Council.
The Members noted correspondence from the Committee of the Monaghan Rhythm and Blues Festival regarding Camping Facilities surrounding the festival.  It was noted that the green area and bus parking area at the Rooskey Site on the outskirts of Monaghan Harps Club Grounds has been suggested as a camp site for the festival.  It was agreed to place this matter on the agenda for the meeting on the 23rd June 2008.

This Concluded the Business of the Meeting.

Dated this the 21st day of July 2008 
_____________________

​​​​​​​​​​Cathaoirleach
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