Monaghan Town Council

Comhairle Bhaile Mhuineacháin

Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Monaghan Town Council held on Monday 21st July 2008 at 
5.30pm in the Offices of Monaghan Town Council, Town Hall, 1 Dublin Street, Monaghan.

Cathaoirleach:
Cllr. Lorcan McAdam
Present:
Cllrs. Mary Carroll, Sheila Connolly, Robbie Gallagher, Donal Sherry, Malachy Toal & Padraigín Uí Mhurchadha.
In Attendance:
Declan Nelson, County Manager, Gareth McMahon, Town Engineer, Marie Deighan, Town Clerk & Mary McCoy, Clerical Officer.
Attendance of Representatives from Monaghan Chamber
The Members welcomed Vincent Turley, President and Tim Mohan, Executive Director of Monaghan Chamber to the Meeting.  Mr. Turley informed the Members that Mr. Mohan will no longer be employed with the Chamber and that the office will be manned by part-time staff on two days per week.  Mr. Turley requested the Town Council to take over the Christmas lighting arrangements for the town and stated that he was disappointed with the response and support from the traders in the town to the annual Christmas lighting event.  Mr. Turley also stated that Monaghan Chamber own the Christmas lights and are willing to transfer them to the Town Council.  
The Members acknowledged the work of Tim Mohan in the Monaghan Chamber and wished him well in the future. The Members stated that they would examine Mr. Turley’s proposal and revert to him in due course.  Mr. Turley and Mr. Mohan left the meeting room.

1.
Confirmation of Annual General Meeting held on 16th June 2008
On the proposal of Cllr. Malachy Toal seconded by Cllr. Mary Carroll it was agreed to adopt the Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of Monaghan Town Council held on Monday 16th June 2008.
2.
Confirmation of June Monthly Meeting held on 16th June 2008

On the proposal of Cllr. Donal Sherry seconded by Cllr. Padraigín Uí Mhurchadha it was agreed to 
adopt the Minutes of the June Monthly Meeting of Monaghan Town Council held on Monday 16th 
June 2008.
3.
Confirmation of Special Meeting held in-committee on 23rd June 2008

On the proposal of Cllr. Padraigín Uí Mhurchadha seconded by Cllr. Lorcan McAdam it was 
agreed to adopt the Minutes of the Special Meeting of Monaghan Town Council held in-committee 
         on Monday 23rd June 2008.
4.
Matters Arising from the Minutes 

The Members requested that the cleaning of gullies throughout the town be carried out on a more 

         regular basis.  The Members noted that carparking on the Poundhill will be provided in the near
         future.  It was noted that a date for a Civic Reception for the new Chilean Ambassador to 

         Ireland, Cecilia McKenna will be arranged in conjunction with Monaghan County Council in 

         September 2008.
5.
Manager’s Orders 

The Members noted Manager’s Orders numbered 150/08 - 177/08 and welcomed the appointment 
         of Denis Flannery, Gardener/Horticulturist with Monaghan Town Council and the permanent 
         appointment of Ciaran Trant, Tenant Liaison Officer.
6. 
Correspondence
The Members noted the following correspondence:
· Acknowledgement dated 11th June 2008 from the Office of the Taoiseach in relation to concerns regarding the ongoing downgrading of Monaghan General Hospital.
· Acknowledgement dated 18th June 2008 from the Department of Health and Children regarding the additional appointment of Dental Surgeons for the Cavan/Monaghan area.  The Members welcomed this correspondence. 
· Acknowledgement dated 23rd June 2008 from the Office of the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform regarding the Intoxicating Liquor Bill 2008.
· Letter dated 11th July 2008 from the National Roads Authority regarding provision of footpaths on the Monaghan Bypass.
· Letter dated 24th June 2008 from the Office of the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform regarding Motion passed by Monaghan Town Council in connection with the establishment of Joint Policing Committees.
· Letter dated 27th July 2008 from the Office of the Regional Director, Social Welfare Services Office regarding the Social Welfare Branch Office, Monaghan.  It was agreed that a letter be sent to the Regional Director’s Office inviting them to Monaghan to examine   the dilapidated condition of the office and people queuing on the street in adverse weather conditions.  It was also noted that the Social Welfare Office is located on a very dangerous corner for those people who have to cross the road to get to it.

· E-mail from the Embassy of the People’s Republic of China in Ireland extending their gratitude to the Members for the sympathy to the Chinese people and condolences to the victims of the Wenchuan earthquake.

7.
Planning Applications 
The Members noted Planning Applications numbered 08/20 to 08/25.
8.
Business Submitted by An Cathaoirleach

No business was submitted by An Cathaoirleach.
9.
Consideration of Reports of Committees

Cllr. Padraigín Uí Mhurchadha stated that she attended a Traveller Accommodation Consultative 
Committee Meeting and that the development incorporating 20 bays and a community centre at 

         Gortakeegan was nearing completion.  It was also noted that a meeting of the Swimming Pool 
         Leisure Committee will be held on Tuesday 22nd July 2008.
         Cllr. David Maxwell entered the Meeting Room.

10.
Roads/Housing
Declan Nelson, County Manager stated that the declassifying of a number of the major roads through Monaghan Town from National Primary Route status to National Secondary Route has had a significant adverse impact on the funding available for them.  However, it is intended to carry out repairs to the North Road and to the road in the vicinity of the Magic Roundabout premises in the coming months.  It was also noted that works on Phase II of the Glaslough Street Scheme would be commencing in the next couple of weeks and that work on Park Street would be completed in 2008.  Pedestrian crossings will be installed at Church Square, Glaslough Street and Blacks Chemist.

A number of matters were noted for the attention of the Town Engineer:

· Belgian Square – Gate required for small arch
· Coolshannagh Walk – Traffic ramp to be installed 

· Coolshannagh Walk - Back yards of dwellings to be examined 

· Park Road – handrail required.

· Glen Road – zebra crossing to be made accessible for wheelchair users.

         Gareth Mc Mahon, Town Engineer stated that the second phase of the Mullaghmatt Remedial 

         Works Scheme was advertised for tender this week.  It was agreed to keep the Mullaghmatt 
         Remedial Works Scheme on the agenda for the Monthly Meetings.

         It was agreed to request the Traffic Wardens to monitor the parking of vehicles by employees of 

         local shops/businesses on the streets of the town centre.

11.
Pedestrian Safety
It was noted that this item has been dealt with under Item 10 on the agenda.
12.
Telecommunication Mast at Killygoan

The Members looked forward to the removal of the Telecommunication Mast at Killygoan.
13.
Consideration of Annual Financial Statement for year ended 31st December 2007

The Members noted the Annual Financial Statement for year ended 31st December 2007.
14.
Consideration of Over-Expenditure for year ended 31st December 2007

The County Manager, Declan Nelson informed the Members that the Council’s financial position on the Revenue Account improved in 2007 from €164,856dr to €89,188dr, an improvement of €75,668.  On the capital account an improvement of €946,550 occurred.  It was noted that additional net expenditure occurred in the following programmes:

Programme 1 - €208,789


Programme 4 - €  71,076


Programme 8 - €184,756


The item of over-expenditure was approved on the proposal of Cllr. Padraigín Uí Mhurchadha seconded by Cllr. Mary Carroll.  The Members noted the following transfers to/from reserves:

A total of €228,034 was transferred to/from reserves to fund the following:-


Planned Maintenance



(€457,848)
From Reserves 


Rooskey Access Road



    €30,000
To Reserves

Loan Repayments – Pay Parking

    €74,294
To Reserves


Public Lighting




  (€43,175)
From Reserves


Peter’s Lake Environmental Improvements
    €40,000
To Reserves


Bomb Memorial




    €12,000
To Reserves


Provision of Play Grounds


      €5,000
To Reserves


Machinery/Plant                


    €10,000
To Reserves


Headquarters for Outdoor Staff


    €50,000
To Reserves


Loan Repayments – Leisure Complex

    €35,195
To Reserves


Office Accommodation 



    €16,500
To Reserves


The item of transfers to/from reserves were adopted on the proposal of Cllr. Padraigín Uí Mhurchadha and seconded by Cllr. Mary Carroll.

15.
Town Twinning 

The Members noted Minutes of the Town Twinning Committee Meeting of Monaghan Town Council held on Monday 23rd June 2008.
         The Members noted that Cllr. Mary Carroll, Cllr. Malachy Toal and Marie Deighan visited St. Avertin on a town twinning exploratory trip from the 15th – 17th July 2008.  Cllr. Carroll reported that St. Avertin is located on the Cher River close to the Loire Valley and is a suburb of Tours.  Cllr. Carroll circulated the Members with a list of activities for 2009 to be organised by the Town Twinning Committee in France – Cycling (Loire Valley), Football Tournament (Ascension Weekend), Drawing Competition for Primary Schools (May), Dance and Music Festival (June), Bastille Day (July), Painting Exhibition (October), Christmas Markets (December).  The Members agreed with the recommendation of the Town Twinning Committee to broaden the Town Twinning Committee of Monaghan Town Council to include different organisations with a view to developing links with St. Avertin in relation to student exchanges, sport, music, culture, etc.   The Members thanked Cllr. Carroll for her informative presentation.  Cllr. Carroll and Cllr. Toal thanked the Town Clerk for organising the visit to St. Avertin. 

16.
Consideration of Monaghan Town Appointed Stands (Street Service Vehicles) Draft Bye- Laws 2008

On the proposal of Cllr. Malachy Toal seconded by Cllr. Sheila Connolly it was agreed to proceed 
to publish Draft Bye-Laws 2008 for Monaghan Town Appointed Stands (Street Service Vehicles).
17.
Consideration of correspondence regarding Monaghan United Football Club

The Members noted correspondence dated 14th July 2008 from solicitors stating that the purchaser of lands at Killyconnigan measuring 0.638 acres and 0.204 acres will be Alphonsus and Martina McQuaid and not Glenpeat Ltd.  On the proposal of Cllr. David Maxwell seconded by Cllr. Padraigín Uí Mhurchadha it was agreed that an amended resolution be passed with regard to the change of name.
18.
Notice of Motion 
(a) “That this Council calls on the Government to ensure that the most vulnerable in our society are not the targets of the looming cutbacks”.

Cllrs. Uí Mhurchadha, Conlon, Sherry, Toal

On the proposal of Cllr. Donal Sherry seconded by Cllr. Malachy Toal it was agreed to adopt the above Notice of Motion.
19.
Resolutions from other Local Authorities
(a) “That we the Town Council put in place a policy that all our future housing stock for our elderly/living alone be fitted with a “peep hole” in their front doors, in doing so giving these tenants a sense of independence and security”.
Listowel Town Council

It was agreed to support the above resolution.

(b) “That the Minister for Health and Children would review the licensing laws so as to curtail the number of visits an ice-cream van can make per day or week to Housing Estates and thereby reduce the pressure on parents of young children from a financial and health point of view”.

Boyle Town Council 

It was agreed to mark the above resolution read.

©     “That the Portlaoise Town Council calls on Laois County Council to introduce a low interest 
          rate, fixed rate loan scheme to enable all those currently on the affordable housing list to 
          raise the finance for their own homes”.

Portlaoise Town Council

It was agreed to mark the above resolution read.

  (d)     “That this Council calls on the Department of Education and Science and the Department of 
           Finance to take immediate steps to ease the burden of water charges on all schools and public 
           centres of education through the provision of modules which will enhance the awareness and 
           understanding of the importance of water conservation and to provide a once-off special grant 
           to enable schools and education centres to meet costs of installing and maintaining the most 
           efficient and environmentally friendly water conservation and storage equipment”.

Kilrush Town Council 

It was agreed to support the above resolution.

(e)    “That this Council discuss the severe implications that the EU Directive on the Protection of 
         Habitat Species is causing to our communities by the ban on turf cutting and also requests the 
         Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government to accommodate the domestic 
         turf cutters in these areas, as the EU has left this accommodation to the discretion of the 
         individual countries.”

Westmeath County Council

The above resolution was noted.
(f)  “Recognising that the will of the people as expressed at the ballot box is sovereign, and   

         recognising that if all member states of the EU do not ratify the Lisbon Treaty it does not pass 
         into law, and further recognising that the people of Ireland exercised their rights as citizens to 
         reject the Lisbon Treaty, this Council rejects the calls from Europe to re-run the Lisbon Treaty 
         referendums, and we call on the EU Commission, the EU Council of Ministers, the EU 
         Parliament and the authorities in the other EU states to accept and respect the verdict of the 
         Irish people, as they accepted the will of the French and Dutch people following their decision 
         to reject the EU Constitution”.

Sligo County Council

On the proposal of Cllr. Padraigín Uí Mhurchadha seconded by Cllr. Mary Carroll it was agreed to adopt the above resolution.

(g) “That Laois County Council call on the Minister of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government, Mr. John Gormley, T.D., to consider a deposit on all bottles and cans which contain beer, wine and spirits and refund the deposit when the bottles and cans are presented to any store which sell them”.

Laois County Council

It was agreed to support the above resolution.

20.
Conferences:-

(a)     The John Hewitt International Summer School – “Let there be no wall” – Marketplace Theatre and Arts Centre, Armagh – 28th July – 1st August 2008 – (approx. cost €850).


On the proposal of Cllr. Mary Carroll seconded by Cllr. Robbie Gallagher it was agreed that 
Cllr. David Maxwell attend Conference (a).


On the proposal of Cllr. Robbie Gallagher seconded by Cllr. David Maxwell it was agreed 
that Cllr. Sheila Connolly attend Conference (a).

(b)    Comhaltas Ceoltoirí Eireann Sliabh Luachra Summer School – Bruach Na Carraige Cultural & Heritage Centre, Rockchapel, Co. Cork – 5th – 10th August 2008 – (approx. cost €1,450).
©      The Parnell Summer School – “Educating Ireland – its development; role of religious schooling; the impact of the “New Irish” and the politics of education – Avondale House and Forest Park, Rathdrum, Co. Wicklow – 10th – 15th August 2008 – (approx. cost €1,350).

On the proposal of Cllr. Sheila Connolly seconded by Cllr. Mary Carroll it was agreed that 
Cllr. Robbie Gallagher attend Conference (c).

(d)     Association of Municipal Authorities of Ireland 95th AMAI Annual Conference 2008 – Sligo Park Hotel, Sligo – 10th – 13th September 2008 – (approx. cost €850).


It was agreed that the two delegates i.e. Cllrs. Sean Conlon and David Maxwell attend 
Conference (d).

(e)     Cobh & Harbour Chamber – “Local Government Funding – Democratic? Under-Resourced? Under-Funded?Under Utilised?” – Commodore Hotel, Cobh, Co. Cork – 12th September 2008 – (approx. cost €850).


On the proposal of Cllr. Donal Sherry seconded by Cllr. Malachy Toal it was agreed that 
Cllr. Padraigín Uí Mhurchadha attend Conference (e).

(f)     Omagh District Council – Benedict Kiely Literary Weekend 2008 – Strule Arts Centre, Omagh – 12th - 14th September 2008 – (approx. cost €470).

21.
Sympathy/Congratulations


A vote of sympathy was extended to the following:
· The Magnone Family, 20 Tully on the death of Anthony Magnone, former employee with Monaghan Town Council

· The family of the late Packie McElvaney, Park Road, Monaghan 

        A vote of congratulations was extended to the following:

· The Monaghan Senior County Football Team on their victory over Derry in the All-Ireland 
            Qualifiers last Weekend

· Monaghan Harps U14 Team who participated in the Feile Competition in Cavan
· Monaghan Ladies Football Team who defeated Tyrone in the Senior Ulster Final.

· Monaghan Minor Football Team on their fine performance against Tyrone in the Ulster Football Final
         Best Wishes was extended to Town Council Staff Member, Aisling Ellis on her forthcoming 

         marriage to Tony Greenan.

This Concluded the Business of the Meeting.

Dated this the 15th Day of September 2008 
_____________________

​​​​​​​​​​Cathaoirleach
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