Monaghan Town Council

Comhairle Bhaile Mhuineacháin

Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Monaghan Town Council held on Monday 21st January 2008 at 
6.00pm in the Offices of Monaghan Town Council, Town Hall, 1 Dublin Street, Monaghan.

Cathaoirleach:
Cllr. Padraigín Uí Mhurchadha
Present:
Cllrs. Mary Carroll, Sean Conlon, Sheila Connolly, Robbie Gallagher, David Maxwell, Lorcan McAdam, Donal Sherry & Malachy Toal.
In Attendance:
Declan Nelson, County Manager, Jonathan Condell, Assistant Engineer, Marie Deighan, Town Clerk & Miriam McMahon, Assistant Staff Officer.
1.
Confirmation of December Monthly Meeting held on 17th December 2007
On the proposal of Cllr. Malachy Toal seconded by Cllr. Robbie Gallagher it was agreed to adopt the Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of Monaghan Town Council held on Monday the 17th December 2007.
2.
Confirmation of Annual Statutory Budget Meeting held on 17th December 2007
A typing error was amended by the Members under Programme 6 of the Minutes of the Annual Statutory Budget Meeting of Monaghan Town Council held on Monday the 17th December 2007.  Provision of €1,000 towards the renovation of Coolshannagh Church should have read €3,000.  On the proposal of Cllr. Lorcan McAdam seconded by Cllr. Mary Carroll it was agreed to adopt the Minutes of the Annual Statutory Budget Meeting as amended. 
3.
Matters arising from the Minutes
A number of matters were noted for the attention of the Town Engineer:
· Additional disabled parking required on North Road (outside doctors surgeries)

· Weeds on footpaths- Glaslough Street

· Fencing required for Killygoan Playpark

· New Terrace – footpaths to be upgraded

· Illegal Dumping – Riverside

It was noted that the signs will be erected in Belgium Park in a few weeks time to prevent heavy vehicles using the area. 

4.
Manager’s Orders
Manager’s Orders numbered 378/07 – 396/07 were noted by the Members.  Following discussion it was agreed to amend Manager’s Order no. 391/07 to read as follows:
         That Mr. Frank Cooney, Architects, The Old Brewers Club, 32 The Coombe, Dublin 8 be 
         appointed to carry out the planning, design and management of a housing scheme in a 
         development of circa 4.55 acres in the townland of Tirkeenan, Monaghan.

It was noted that a delegation from the Killygoan Residents Association are seeking a meeting with the Members of the Town Council regarding issues which they have raised in relation to the proposed development at Tirkeenan/Killygoan.  It was agreed that this meeting be scheduled to take place in-committee on Monday the 11th February 2008 at 6.00pm in the Offices of Monaghan Town Council, Dublin Street, Monaghan.
5.
Correspondence

The Members noted the following correspondence:

· Acknowledgement dated 14th January 2008 from Paul Flanagan, Private Secretary, Department of Health & Children concerning dental services in Monaghan.

· Letter dated 17th January 2008 from Fiona O’Loughlin, Special Olympics Ireland inviting Monaghan Town Council to join in celebrating 30 years of Special Olympics in Ireland.  The Members unanimously agreed to be involved in the community celebration.

· Letter dated 18th January 2008 from Kathleen Doyle, Commissioner for Taxi Regulation welcoming the proposed installation of a taxi rank in Monaghan Town.
6.
Planning Applications
Planning Applications numbered 07/56 – 07/59 were noted by the Members.

7.
Business Submitted by An Cathaoirleach 
The Cathaoirleach, Cllr. Padraigín Uí Mhurchadha referred to the latest downgrading at Monaghan General Hospital and the removal of two A & E Consultants from the Hospital.  It was agreed by the Members that Dympna Fitzpatrick and her catering staff in Monaghan General Hospital be congratulated on their success in the latest results from ratemyhospital.ie.
On the proposal of Cllr. Robbie Gallagher seconded by Cllr. Padraigín Uí Mhurchadha it was agreed to write to Mary Harney, T.D., Minister for Health and Children, Bertie Ahern, T.D., Taoiseach, the Health Service Executive, Oireachtas Members and the relevant Northern Ireland Authorities requesting them to support Monaghan as a logical location for the new Regional Hospital as part of a new 32 County approach to Health Service Provision.
8.
Consideration of Reports of Committees


The Members noted the Minutes of the Planning Sub-Committee Meeting of Monaghan Town Council held on Friday 18th January 2008 in the Town Council Offices. 
         Cllr. Sean Conlon informed the Members that it is proposed to carry out enhancement works to the Feargal O’ Hanlon Memorial on the Towns Clones Road and stated that the estimated cost of carrying out these works will be €75,000.  Cllr. Sean Conlon proposed that the Town Council contribute €15,000 from the Town Improvement Fund to the enhancement works.  This was seconded by Cllr. Malachy Toal.  Cllr Mary Carroll proposed that other avenues for funding be sourced before the Town Council contribute to the proposed works.  This was seconded by Cllr. Lorcan McAdam.  Cllr. Sean Conlon stated that the Feargal O’ Hanlon Memorial is not listed at present with the Heritage Council and that the Committee have not pursued any other line of funding at this stage but that a contribution from the Town Council would strengthen their case for funding in the future.  A vote was then taken which resulted as follows:


In favour of Cllr. Conlon’s proposal:   Cllrs. Conlon, Toal, Sherry, Uí Mhurchadha (4)

In favour of Cllr. Carroll’s proposal:   Cllrs. Carroll, Maxwell, Gallagher, McAdam, Connolly (5)


Cllr. Mary Carroll’s proposal was carried. 
         The Cathaoirleach, Cllr. Padraigín Uí Mhurchadha expressed her disappointment with the outcome of the decision.  

The Members welcomed the proposals for Public Lighting upgrades for 2008.  The Members brought the following matters before the attention of the Town Engineer in relation to Public Lighting:
· Heatons corner – dark area
· Aughey Screens, Clones Road to Scotstown junction – traffic calming measures – difficult  to see

· Public lighting at Tullyherim 

· Additional public lighting required at Belgium Square

The Members agreed to amend their decision taken at the November Monthly Meeting of the Town Council regarding the location of the proposed taxi rank.  It was agreed to now locate the taxi rank on a trial basis at the front of the Courthouse.  

Cllr. Sean Conlon informed the Members that St. Patrick’s Day Parade will take place on Saturday 15th March 2008 and that an official programme of events will be circulated in the near future.

Cllr. Sean Conlon also stated that work is continuing to take place in the organising of the Harvest Time Blues Festival 2008 and that the Committee are considering alternative locations for the main venue.
Cllr. Padraigín Uí Mhurchadha informed the Members that the launch of Seachtain na Gaeilge will take place on the 3rd March 2008 in the Library in Clones.

9.
Mullaghmatt Remedial Works Scheme 
It was noted that a Part V111 Planning Application has been lodged for Phase 2 of the Mullaghmatt Remedial Works Scheme which includes:-

· Improvement works to exterior and interior of designated houses within the Mullaghmatt Housing estate

· Alterations to boundary details of specified houses

· Access road improvement and realignment

· Adjacent stream to the East of the site to be culverted

· Upgrade to services where necessary 

It was agreed to enquire from the NBA if additional land could be acquired to extend the roadway.  
10.
Roads/Housing

A number of matters were noted for the attention of the Town Engineer:

· Illegal dumping – Horseshoe Bridge and Bring Bank Recycling Areas.
· Footpaths require repair – Cortolvin Road/Kanes Shop

· Dummies Lane – Litter

· Belgian Square – Anti Social Behaviour – pedestrian access to be relocated 

· Traffic congestion – Beech Hill College area 

· Parking on Pound Hill

· Traffic Lights – long tailbacks.

Cllr. Robbie Gallagher stated that the recent success of the Waste Electronic and Electrical Equipment (WEEE) collection in Monaghan town was proof that a permanent fixture should be supplied in the town.

Cllr. Sheila Connolly congratulated all involved in Monaghan towns award of 6th position in the Irish Business Against Litter League (IBAL).  

         Cllr. Carroll suggested that Nial O’ Connor, Monaghan County Council be invited to attend a 

         Town Council Meeting to provide accurate information on waste disposal. 

         Declan Nelson, County Manager stated that a barrier will be erected at the entrance to the Town 

         Council’s car park at the rear of Dublin Street when the works to the adjoining site are complete. 

Cllrs. David Maxwell and Malachy Toal left the meeting.
11.
Pedestrian Safety
It was agreed that the Town Engineer provide a report on a monthly basis regarding the update of pedestrian safety in the town.  Issues discussed were as follows:

· Pedestrian crossing at Lidl
· Pedestrian crossing in Centre of Town i.e. Easons to Ulster Bank 

· North Road Area

12.
Telecommunication Mast at Killygoan
There was nothing to report on the above matter.
13.
Town Twinning

The Members noted correspondence dated 11th January 2008 received from Nicole Mousset, Saint Avertin inviting the Members to visit Saint Avertin in February/March 2008.  It was agreed to discuss this matter further at a meeting to be held on the 11th February 2008.
14.
Casual Trading

There was no update on the above.
15.
Resolutions from Other Local Authorities

The Members noted a Resolution from Clonmel Borough Council seeking to have the fine for an offence for parking in a disabled persons parking space increased from €80 to €500.  On the proposal of Cllr. Robbie Gallagher seconded by Cllr. Padraigín Uí Mhurchadha it was agreed to adopt the Resolution.


(b)
“While welcoming the measures outlined in the new Road Safety Strategy, this Town Council calls on the Minister for Transport and Marine to postpone the implementation of the new rules concerning provisional licence holders until the waiting period for a driving test has been reduced to the 8 week target set by the Government”.


Members noted that it is not sufficient to have a national average waiting time of 8 weeks but that each driving test centre must themselves reduce waiting times to an average of 8 weeks at their test centre.

Passage West Town Council


On the proposal of Cllr. Padraigín Uí Mhurchadha seconded by Cllr. Sean Conlon it was agreed to support the above Resolution.

(c)
“That this Council calls on the Minister to remove water service charges from schools”.

Portlaoise Town Council


The Members agreed to support the above Resolution.


(d)
“That this Town Council contacts the Minister for the Environment and Local Government requesting that the proposed water charges for schools be waived as this would impose an unacceptable burden on schools already under financial pressure”.

Portlaoise Town Council

The Members agreed to support the above Resolution.

(e) “That Portlaoise Town Council calls on the Taoiseach, Mr. Bertie Ahern, Minister for the Environment, Mr. John Gormley and Minister for Education and Science, Ms. Mary Hanafin to formulate a policy whereby no school pays water charges”.

Portlaoise Town Council

The Members agreed to support the above Resolution.

16.
Conferences
(a)
Northern Tourism Conference – “Forty Shades of Green Tourism” – Dunadry Hotel, Co. Antrim – 1st & 2nd February 2008 – (approx. cost €650).
On the proposal of Cllr. Lorcan McAdam seconded by Cllr. Sheila Connolly it was agreed that Cllr. Robbie Gallagher attend conference (a).

(b)
Mid-West Regional Authority 14th Annual Conference – “Planning for Renewable Energy” – Woodlands House Hotel, Adare, Co. Limerick – 7th & 8th February 2008 – (approx. cost €800)

(c)
Association of Municipal Authorities of Ireland Spring Summer 2008 – Trim Castle Hotel, Co. Meath – 15th & 16th February 2008 – (approx. cost €600)

On the proposal of Cllr. Donal Sherry seconded by Cllr. Padraigín Uí Mhurchadha it was agreed that Cllr. Sean Conlon attend conference (c).  On the proposal of Cllr. Sean Conlon seconded by Cllr. Mary Carroll it was agreed that Cllr. Maxwell attend conference (c).  On the proposal of Cllr. Robbie Gallagher seconded by Cllr. Lorcan Mc Adam it was agreed that Cllr. Sheila Connolly attend conference ©.
The Town Clerk informed the Members that the Seminar on Crime in the Greenhill Hotel, Limerick on the 24th & 25th January 2008 has been postponed to another date.

The Members were circulated with reports complying with Section 142(5)(f) of the Local Government Act 2001 in relation to the following conferences:

· Clare Tourism Conference – attended by Cllr. Robbie Gallagher

· Clare Tourism Conference – attended by Cllr. David Maxwell

· Housing Practitioners Conference – attended by Cllr. Sean Conlon

· L.A.M.A. Winter Seminar – attended by Cllr. Sean Conlon

· Dr. Douglas Hyde Conference, Roscommon – attended by Cllr. Padraigín Uí Mhurchadha
17.
Sympathy/Congratulations

A vote of sympathy was extended to the following:

· Mary Hughes, Staff Member, Monaghan Town Council on the death of her father Peter
   Flynn.
· Cllr. Donal Sherry on the death of his sister, Kathleen Tracey.
· Cllr. Malachy Toal and family on the death of his uncle, Christy Mc Geown.
· Paul Gibbons, Monaghan County Council on the death of his father, David Gibbons.


A Minutes Silence was held.

A vote of congratulations was expressed to the following:

· Inspector Joe Sullivan on his retirement.

· Aaron McCarey, Milltown on being selected to the Irish U-16 Soccer Panel
· The Association of the Monaghan Parents and Friends of the Mentally 

         Handicapped, Milltown on the opening of Brookvale Group Home at Milltown.
18.
Any Other Business

It was noted that an outdoor shelter is to be erected at the playground at Oriel Road and it was agreed to discuss the official opening and naming of this park at the next meeting of the Town Council.  

The Town Clerk reminded Members of their obligation to furnish to Monaghan Town Council not later than the 31st January 2008 their Donation Statement in accordance with the Political Donations and Local Elections (Disclosure of Donations and Expenditure) Act 1999, as amended.
This Concluded the Business of the Meeting.

Dated this the 18th Day of February 2008 
____________________

​​​​​​​​​​Cathaoirleach
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