Monaghan Town Council

Comhairle Bhaile Mhuineacháin

Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Monaghan Town Council held on Monday 21st April 2008 at 
5.00pm in the Offices of Monaghan Town Council, Town Hall, 1 Dublin Street, Monaghan.

Cathaoirleach:
Cllr. Padraigín Uí Mhurchadha
Present:
Cllrs. Sean Conlon, Sheila Connolly, Robbie Gallagher, David Maxwell, Lorcan McAdam, Donal Sherry & Malachy Toal.
In Attendance:
Declan Nelson, County Manager, Gareth McMahon, Town Engineer, Marie Deighan, Town Clerk & Aisling Ellis, Clerical Officer.
An apology for inability to attend was received from Cllr. Mary Carroll.
Presentation by T.J. O’Connor & Associates, Consulting Engineers – Monaghan Town Collection Network
The Cathaoirleach, Cllr. Padraigín Uí Mhurchadha welcomed Helen Casey and Edward Fitzgerald, T.J. O’Connor & Associates, Consulting Engineers, Dan Doody, Senior Engineer and Cathal Flynn, A/Senior Executive Engineer, Monaghan County Council to the Meeting.  A detailed powerpoint presentation was given by the team on the proposed works associated with the Monaghan Town Collection Network which will consist of 17.4km of foul sewers, 3.2km of surface water sewers, 10.8km of rising mains and 3km of watermains as well as extensive remediation works to the existing network which is to be retained.  It was noted that draft contract documents for the main contract are being prepared for submission to the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government for approval and the anticipated construction period will be approximately 30-36 months. 

A Question and Answer session followed.

It was agreed, on the proposal of Cllr. Sean Conlon and seconded by Cllr. Malachy Toal to write to the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government requesting them to have our application for funding considered in this matter as early as possible.
Cllr. Padraigín Uí Mhurchadha thanked Ms. Casey and Mr. Fitzgerald and the Staff from Monaghan County Council for their informative presentation.

1.
Confirmation of March Monthly Meeting held on 10th March 2008
On the proposal of Cllr. David Maxwell seconded by Cllr. Sheila Connolly it was agreed to adopt the Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of Monaghan Town Council held on Monday 10th March 2008.
2.
Confirmation of Special Meeting held In-Committee on 10th March 2008
On the proposal of Cllr. Donal Sherry seconded by Cllr. Malachy Toal it was agreed to adopt the Minutes of the Special Meeting of Monaghan Town Council held in-committee on Monday 10th March 2008.
3.
Matters Arising from the Minutes
The Town Engineer informed the Members that a pedestrian sign would be erected in the near future at the exit of the Courthouse and a sign would be erected in Belgium Park prohibiting the use of heavy vehicles through the area.
It was noted that Cooney Architects have been requested to prepare a 3-D virtual model of the proposed housing development at Tirkeenan and the surrounding area. 
4.
Manager’s Orders

Managers Orders numbered 74/08 – 108/08 were noted by the Members.  The Members welcomed   

         the appointment of Solicitors to act on behalf of the Town Council in the purchase of 13 no. houses 
         at Knockroe, Clones Road.
5.
Correspondence

The Members noted the following correspondence:
· Letter dated 9th April 2008 from Sinead Cullen, Private Secretary to Minister Brendan Smith, T.D. regarding provision for an out-of-hours call centre for social workers dealing with young people.
· Letter dated 9th April 2008 from Doreen Murray, Programme Division, National Roads Authority regarding the footpath railings on the Monaghan Town Bypass.  It was agreed to write to the NRA again requesting them to make provision for a footpath along the Monaghan Town Bypass as it is necessary to make the area safe for pedestrians using the Bypass as a walking route. 
· Letter dated April 2008 from Noel Dempsey, T.D., Minister for Transport regarding the allocation of Road Grant for 2008.

· Letter dated 7th April 2008 from Noel Dempsey, T.D., Minister for Transport regarding the Dublin/Derry expressway bus service.

· Letter dated 12th March 2008 from Dr. Rory O’Hanlon, T.D. regarding the location for the new regional hospital.

· Letter dated 31st March 2008 from Paul Hamill, Treasurer, Rossmore Coarse Angling Club acknowledging receipt of €600 from Monaghan Town Council under the Community Grant Scheme.

· Letter dated 13th March 2008 from Peggy McMahon, Secretary, Irish Countrywoman’s Association acknowledging receipt of €500 from Monaghan Town Council under the Community Grant Scheme.

· Letter dated 8th March 2008 from John Harden, Monaghan Harps G.F.C. acknowledging receipt of €1,000 from Monaghan Town Council under the Community Grant Scheme.

6. 
Planning Applications
Planning Applications numbered 08/09 – 08/12 were noted by the Members.

7.
Business Submitted by An Cathaoirleach
The Cathaoirleach, Cllr. Padraigín Uí Mhurchadha highlighted further proposed downgrading of Monaghan General Hospital over the next coming months and encouraged everyone to support the Hospital March which will take place on the 10th May 2008.  The Members concurred with Cllr. Uí Mhurchadha’s sentiments. 
On the proposal of Cllr. David Maxwell seconded by Cllr. Sean Conlon it was agreed to write to Brian Cowen, T.D. asking for the removal of Mary Harney, T.D. from her position as Minister for Health and Children.  Following a discussion a vote was taken which resulted as follows:

In favour of Cllr. Maxwell’s proposal:- Cllrs. Maxwell, Conlon, Sherry, Toal, Uí Mhurchadha (5)

Against Cllr. Maxwell’s proposal:-  - (0)
Cllrs. Connolly, Gallagher & McAdam abstained from voting.

Cllr. Maxwell’s proposal was carried.

It was noted that Monaghan County Council have secured a meeting with the HSE for a briefing on proposals for Health Services at Monaghan General Hospital.  It was agreed to liaise with the Mayor of Monaghan County Council, Cllr. Gary Carville to seek an invitation for the Town Council Members to attend the meeting also.  It was agreed that a letter be issued to the HSE in this regard.  

8.
Consideration of Reports of Committees
The Members noted the Minutes of the Leisure Complex Committee Meeting held on 4th December 2007.  
The Members congratulated all those involved with the success of the St. Patrick’s Day Parade which was held on Saturday 15th March 2008.  Tribute was paid to Julie Brannigan, Secretary, Grace Maloney, Joe Corr, Willie McKenna and Raymond Aughey.  The Members extended an invitation to the Towns Business Community to join St. Patrick’s Day Festival Committee in order to make the event in 2009 an even grander spectacle.  It was noted that the 2008 parade was the first in decades to include a band from the Protestant community which was a positive step for holding an inclusive parade.
Cllr. Padraigín Uí Mhurchadha stated that the events surrounding Coiste Gaeilge were also very successful.
 9.
Roads/Housing

A number of matters were noted for the attention of the Town Engineer:-
· Poundhill – Carparking required

· Ard Glas/Ard Aoibheann/Ard Gleann – Doors to be repaired

· Potholes – Broad Road

· Weeds – Mill Street/North Road

· Dogs – Killygoan/Manorwood Area

· Tree in dangerous condition – Glen Road

· Handrail required for Park Road

· Footpath outside shop in Mullaghmatt requires repair

It was noted that electrical upgrading of Local Authority Dwellings will continue to take place in 2008.

The Members welcomed the:-

· Installation of a summer seat at the Scotstown Junction

· Upgrading of Public Lighting at Rope Walk to Belgium Park

· Recent amenity works carried out at Peters Lake

The Members expressed concern regarding Public Lighting in the Belgium Park and Pound Hill areas of the town which are switched on 24 hours a day.


Declan Nelson, County Manager informed the Members that due to the opening of the N2 
         Monaghan Town Bypass the national road network in Monaghan Town has been reclassified.  This 
         has resulted in the majority of the Old N2 National Primary Route through the town centre being 
         reclassified as the N54 National Secondary Route – an increase of over 4km in the overall length 
         of national secondary road network in the county.  The County Manager informed the Members 
         that the 2008 Road Grant allocations have not been increased sufficiently to cover the additional 
         expenditure which will have major consequences for maintenance costs of the route.
10.
Pedestrian Safety

The Members enquired if a push button system could be put into operation on the zebra crossing at Glaslough Street.
11.
Telecommunication Mast at Killygoan
The Members looked forward to the removal of the telecommunication mast at Killygoan.

12.
Town Twinning

The Members noted e-mail dated 28th March 2008 received from Nicole Mousset, St. Avertin, France.
13.
Consideration of County Manager’s Report in Accordance with Part VIII of the Planning & Development Regulations 2001 for Planning Permission for Mullaghmatt Remedial Works Scheme Phase II over approx. 3.3 hectares at Mullaghmatt, Monaghan  

The Members noted the County Manager’s Report dated 15th April 2008 in accordance with Part VIII of the Planning & Development Regulations 2001 for Planning Permission for Mullaghmatt Remedial Works Scheme Phase II over approx. 3.3 hectares at Mullaghmatt, Monaghan.  


The Members examined the report and requested that the entire stream at Mullaghmatt be culverted as this would alleviate problems with littering, Health & Safety, etc.  It was agreed to seek advice from the Council’s solicitor in this regard.  


Cllr. Sean Conlon proposed and Cllr. Malachy Toal seconded that to maintain the integrity and design of the Mullaghmatt housing estate that front curtilage works be carried out to private dwellings by the Town Council in the Remedial Scheme.  Cllr. Conlon stated that works similar to this was carried out in St. Finnian’s Park, Drogheda.  It was agreed to seek clarification from Drogheda Borough Council in this regard and Gareth McMahon, Town Engineer agreed to obtain costings for the front curtilage works to private dwellings. 
         It was agreed to defer this matter to the next meeting of Monaghan Town Council.
14.
Consideration of Statutory Audit Report of Monaghan Town Council for year ending 31st 
December 2006

The Members noted the Statutory Audit Report of Monaghan Town Council for year ending 31st 
December 2006

15.
Consideration of Approval to dispose of the Freehold Interest in the following dwelling in accordance with Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001

On the proposal of Cllr. Donal Sherry seconded by Cllr. David Maxwell it was agreed to dispose of the Freehold Interest in 56 Belgium Park, Monaghan in accordance with Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001.
16.
Official Opening of Páirc Airghialla and Heritage Trail

It was agreed to officially open Páirc Airghialla, Slí Airghialla (Oriel Way) and launch the Heritage Trail, Monaghan Town on Monday 19th May 2008 at 4.00pm.  It was also agreed to hold the Town Council Meeting in Teach na nDaoine Family Resource Centre, Mullaghmatt following the official openings.
17.
Planning Application MT 06/75 – Mixed Use Development Ltd. – Naming / Numbering of Street.


The Members noted letter dated 24th January 2008 from David Mole, DPT Mixed Use Developments Ltd., regarding street names and numbers for the Monaghan Mixed Use Development at Rooskey, Monaghan.  On the proposal of Cllr. David Maxwell, seconded by Cllr. Sheila Connolly it was agreed to name the development Castlemeadow Development and the one-way road around the development Castlemeadow Avenue.  The retail space and apartments will be numbered clockwise around Castlemeadow Avenue starting with number 1 near the Civic Offices.  The Cathaoirleach, Cllr. Padraigín Uí Mhurchadha requested that the wording on the signs be bi-lingual.
18.
Christmas Lighting 2007


The Members examined the financial report of Monaghan Chamber of Commerce on Christmas Lighting 2007.  It was agreed to pay the Chamber of Commerce €14,930.74 in respect of the deficit on their account.  

19. 
Consideration of Site for Marquee for Blues Festival


The Members agreed that a marquee for the forthcoming Blues Festival be located in the temporary car park at Mullaghmonaghan(Mc Nallys yard) in the long term car parking area.
20.
Notices of Motion:-

(a)
“In an effort to reduce the considerable loss of water experienced by this Town Council 
through damaged water mains, that this Council introduces a regime of passive inspection 
and systematic monitoring that will curtail unnecessary loss of this increasingly expensive 
resource”.

Cllrs. Uì Mhurchadha, Conlon, Sherry, Toal


On the proposal of Cllr. Sean Conlon seconded by Cllr. Donal Sherry it was agreed to adopt the above Notice of Motion and to refer same to Monaghan County Council.

(b) “In line with the Garda Siochana Act 2005 and it’s stated intention of establishing Joint 
Policing Committees in conjunction with Local Authorities, that this Council write to the
Minister for Justice, Brian Lenihan requesting that the guidelines be amended to enable such 
a committee be established by Monaghan Town and County Councils”.

Cllrs. Uì Mhurchadha, Conlon, Sherry, Toal


On the proposal of Cllr. Sean Conlon seconded by Cllr. Malachy Toal it was agreed to adopt the above Notice of Motion.  The Town Clerk circulated a copy of a Dàil question addressed to the Minister for Justice, Equality & Law Reform in relation to Joint Policing Committees.


(c)
“That the Council join with the Chamber of Commerce in investigating the possibility of 
applying for a grant for Irish Language Christmas Lights for Christmas 2008”.

Cllrs. Gallagher, Connolly, McAdam

On the proposal of Cllr. Lorcan McAdam seconded by Cllr. Robbie Gallagher it was agreed to adopt the above Notice of Motion.

(d)
“That the Council look into the provision of play equipment for young children and seating 
for adults near the skateboard park off Oriel Road with a view to making the area a family 
orientated area”.

Cllrs. Gallagher, Connolly, McAdam


On the proposal of Cllr. Sheila Connolly seconded by Cllr. Lorcan McAdam it was agreed to adopt the above Notice of Motion.

21.
Questions:-

Cllrs. Uì Mhurchadha, Conlon, Sherry & Toal asked :-

(a) In an effort to improve our town’s ratings in the Tidy Towns competition, when is it anticipated the derelict and unsightly corrugated iron shed in the vicinity of Old Cross Square be dismantled?


The Tidy Towns Group are taking on this issue with the property owner.
(b) Further to a query presented February 7th last relating to protracted delays on finishing civil works, when is it anticipated unfinished footpath and kerbing works will be completed along the Cootehill Road in the vicinity of Drumbear and Beechgrove Lawns?

(c) Relating to the same area, when can this Council have inadequately filled trenches (and as a result worsening potholes) near entrance to Beechgrove Lawns properly filled?



The Area Engineer is negotiating with a landowner to acquire the land to complete the 
               Footpath at Drumbear.  All works shall be completed within the next 2 months.
(d) As agreed at several meetings within the last five months, when are prioritised street light improvement works set to commence in the Milltown area of the town?

The E.S.B. were instructed in February to carry out these upgrades as soon as possible.  The 
issue will be pursued with the E.S.B.

Cllrs. Gallagher, Connolly and McAdam asked:-

(e) With regard to the availability of social housing what plans does the Council have to take advantage of the current slowdown in the housing market and Governments recent announcement of €18 billion worth of investment in social housing over the next seven years?


Monaghan Town Council has proposals to acquire the following Part V units at present:-

Lime Grove

2


Rope Walk

3


Knockroe

13


Latlurcan

36


Total 

54

The Council is also in the process of consultation on developing land in its ownership at Killygoan to meet the needs of applicants on the housing waiting list.
22.
Resolutions from other Local Authorities:-
(a)
“That Tralee Town Council would request the Government to reinstate the co-habitee tax relief on properties in which they reside (that was eliminated in the Finance Act 07 except for carers) and that a special higher gift and inheritance tax threshold be introduced for co-habiting couples to ensure that they will not be treated as strangers for tax purposes”.
Tralee Town Council

The Members agreed to mark the above Resolution read.
(b)  “That Clones Town Council call on the Minister for Health, Mary Harney, T.D. to appoint an Ombudsman in the Department of Health so that the people of the Country can get an honest answer regarding their complaints about health matters”.
Clones Town Council

On the proposal of Cllr. David Maxwell seconded by Cllr. Donal Sherry it was agreed to adopt the above Resolution.

(c) “That Clones Town Council note the increase in Agency employment throughout the economy.  We are aware that many workers from Ireland and abroad are offered agency employment when they are seeking direct and permanent employment.


We understand that trade unions have raised concern that many of these workers are retained 
on minimum conditions and in some instances are not receiving their full entitlements.


This Council hereby resolves that Agency employment should not be used as an unnecessary 
substitute for direct employment or as a mechanism for avoidance of fair pay and conditions.


Noting that legislation will come before the Oireachtas on the issue of Agency Employment, 
Clones Town Council believe and recommend to the Minister that the principle of equal 
treatment should be included in any such legislation on this issue”.

Clones Town Council

On the proposal of Cllr. Robbie Gallagher seconded by Cllr. Donal Sherry it was agreed to adopt the above Resolution.

(d) “That this Borough Council request all Borough/Town Councils to call on the Minister for Justice to continue to oppose any move by Bookmaker Chains to have gaming machines placed in their offices.  This is to help families from returning to poverty status, when parents get hooked on these machines, as has happened in Clonmel in the not too distant past”.

Clonmel Town Council

The Members agreed to support the above Resolution.

(e) “That this Borough Council undertake not to apply any water charges to non-commercial activities such as schools, etc.”.

Clonmel Town Council

The Members agreed to support the above Resolution.

(f) “That this Town Council would call upon the Minister for Environment, Heritage and Local Government not to disenfranchise local Mullingar town people by preventing them from cutting and saving turf on the local bogs for their own personal use”.
Mullingar Town Council

The Members agreed to support the above Resolution.

23.
Conferences
(a) Confederation of European Councillors – “Development in the Planning Systems, North and South” – Killyhevlin Hotel, Enniskillen – 24th April 2008 – (approx. cost €320).
(b) Housing Conference 2008 – “A shared future shaping the fabric of our Communities” – Silversprings Moran Hotel, Tivoli, Cork – 24th and 25th April 2008 – (approx cost €950).

(c) Youth Participation Project – “From Here to Where?... Making Connections for Youth Participation” – Jacksons Hotel, Ballybofey, Co. Donegal – 29th & 30th April 2008 – (approx. cost €500).

On the proposal of Cllr. Malachy Toal seconded by Cllr. Donal Sherry it was agreed that Cllr. Sean Conlon attend conference (c).  On the proposal of Cllr. Lorcan McAdam seconded by Cllr. Sheila Connolly it was agreed that Cllr. Robbie Gallagher attend conference (c).  
(d) Listowel Conference 2008 – “The Role of Local Government in Community and Rural Development” – Listowel Arms Hotel, Kerry – 8th and 9th May 2008 – (approx. cost €900)
On the proposal of Cllr. Robbie Gallagher seconded by Cllr. Lorcan McAdam it was agreed that Cllr. Sheila Connolly attend conference (d).

(e) National Adult Literacy Agency – “Literacy and the Local Authority: How to develop literacy-friendly policies and practices across the organisation” – Galway Bay Hotel, Galway – 21st May 2008 – (approx. cost €550)

On the proposal of Cllr. Robbie Gallagher seconded by Cllr. Lorcan McAdam it was agreed that Cllr. David Maxwell attend conference (e).

The Members were circulated with a report complying with Section 142(5)(f) of the Local Government Act 2001 in relation to the following Conferences:-

· LAMA Conference – attended by Cllr. Conlon

· AMAI Conference – attended by Cllr. Conlon

· Third Sector Forum Seminar – attended by Cllr. Toal

The Town Clerk informed the Members that the Conference “Better Local Government – Is it working?” organised by Wexford Borough Council has been postponed until further notice.  Cllr. Connolly had been nominated to attend the conference. 

24.
Sympathy/Congratulations

A vote of congratulations was extended to the following:
· Joanne Keenan, Staff member of Monaghan Town Council and Michael Lavery on their recent marriage
· John Lynch on winning a Furniture Manufacturing Design Award
· Martin McEntee on winning the All Ireland Singles Final of the Golden Masters B Grade Handball competition.
· Niall McClave, formely Fairview Crescent, Killygoan on being elected President of the DCU Students Union

· County Monaghan Hurlers on winning Division 4 of the National Hurling League

· Dessie Keenan and Enda Sherry on winning the Monaghan Motor Rally 2008
         The Members commiserated with the Girls from St. Louis Convent who were defeated in the 

         All Ireland Senior Schools Football Competition against Cork.


A vote of sympathy was extended to the following:-
· The family of the late Peter McNelis, 3 Tully, Monaghan 

· The family of the late Bridget Connolly, Holly Lodge, Killyconnigan, Rossmore Park, Monaghan.
25.
Any Other Business
Cllr. Donal Sherry requested that the seat recently erected on the Poundhill be removed due to anti-social behaviour.  Cllr. Sherry complimented the Council on grass cutting in the area.
         It was noted that the Blackwater 10km Walk in Rossmore Park will take place on Sunday 18th May 

         2008. 
         It was noted that the owners of a dwelling on the Pound Hill area are seeking to purchase a small 

         area of land from the Town Council to enable them build an extension to their dwelling to facilitate 

         their disabled child.  

This concluded the Business of the Meeting.

Dated this the 19th day of May 2008 
_____________________

​​​​​​​​​​Cathaoirleach
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