Monaghan Town Council

Comhairle Bhaile Mhuineacháin

Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Monaghan Town Council held on Monday 18th February 2008 at 
6.00pm in the Offices of Monaghan Town Council, Town Hall, 1 Dublin Street, Monaghan.

Cathaoirleach:
Cllr. Padraigín Uí Mhurchadha
Present:
Cllrs. Mary Carroll, Sean Conlon, Sheila Connolly, Robbie Gallagher, Lorcan McAdam, Donal Sherry & Malachy Toal.
In Attendance:
Declan Nelson, County Manager, Gareth McMahon, Town Engineer, Marie Deighan, Town Clerk & Edel Fitzsimons, Clerical Officer.
1.
Confirmation of January Monthly Meeting held on 21st January 2008
On the proposal of Cllr. Sean Conlon seconded by Cllr. Robbie Gallagher it was agreed to adopt the Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of Monaghan Town Council held on Monday the 21st January 2008.
2.
Confirmation of Special Meeting held in-Committee on 21st January 2008
On the proposal of Cllr. Robbie Gallagher seconded by Cllr. Mary Carroll it was agreed to adopt the Minutes of a Special Meeting of Monaghan Town Council held in-committee with Health Board Officials on Monday the 21st January 2008.
3.
Confirmation of Special Meeting held on 11th February 2008
On the proposal of Cllr. Robbie Gallagher seconded by Cllr. Lorcan McAdam it was agreed to adopt the Minutes of a Special Meeting of Monaghan Town Council held on Monday the 11th February 2008 with Residents from the Killygoan/Mall Road areas in relation to proposed development at Tirkeenan, Monaghan.
4.
Matters Arising from the Minutes
The Members noted that fencing will be erected at the Killygoan Playpark within the next few months.
It was agreed to explore alternative car parking arrangements for vehicle owners on the Pound Hill area.
5.
Manager’s Orders

Manager’s Orders numbered 1/08 – 43/08 were noted by the Members.

6. 
Correspondence


The Members noted the following correspondence:

· Letter dated 24th January 2008 from Monaghan County Council regarding the development along the N2 – opposite St. Macartans College, Monaghan.  The Members welcomed this correspondence.
· An acknowledgement from Keith Gilliland, Treasurer, Monaghan Sub-Aqua Club thanking the Town Council for a contribution of €1500 towards the search and recovery service provided by the Club.

· Letter dated 7th February 2008 from Brendan Smith, TD, Minister for Children, Department of Health & Children concerning an out of hours call referral centre for social workers.

· Letter dated 11th February 2008 from Margaret Conlon, TD in relation to the location of the new regional hospital.

· Letter dated 11th February 2008 from Michael Sludds, Taoiseach’s Private Office, Government Buildings, Dublin in relation to the location of the new regional hospital.
· Acknowledgement dated the 30th January 2008 from Margaret Boylan, PRO, Monaghan Immigrant Support Group acknowledging receipt of €1000 from Monaghan Town Council  towards the day to day running costs of the support group.  The Members passed a vote of sympathy to the family of the late Mrs. Maureen O’Sullivan, Knockroe, Clones Road, Monaghan (Treasurer of the Monaghan Immigrant Support Group) on her sudden death.
· Letter dated 12th February 2008 from Seymour Crawford, TD regarding the location for the new regional hospital.

· Letters of support from various Local Authorities regarding a recent resolution circulated by Monaghan Town Council in relation to the Community Childcare Subvention Scheme.


Declan Nelson, County Manager informed the Members that Cllr. David Maxwell received a letter 

from Cora Maguire, Secretary, County Monaghan Motor Club Ltd. requesting support and assistance from the Town Council in securing the Glaslough Street Carpark and half of McNallys Carpark for the annual stages rally on the 20th April 2008.  There was no objection to same.
7.
Planning Applications
Planning Applications numbered 08/01 – 08/801 were noted by the Members.

8.
Business Submitted by An Cathaoirleach 
The Cathaoirleach, Cllr. Padraigín Uí Mhurchadha reminded Members that the launch of Seachtain na Gaeilge will take place on the 3rd March 2008 in the Library in Clones and encouraged all Members to attend the functions associated with the event.
9.
Consideration of Reports of Committees

The Members noted the Minutes of the Budget Sub-Committee Meeting of Monaghan Town Council held on Monday the 11th February 2008.
Consideration of Applications for Community Grants 2008

On the proposal of Cllr. Robbie Gallagher seconded by Cllr. Sean Conlon it was agreed that the Community Grants Scheme 2008 be paid to the following organisations:

Milltown Residents Association 



€2,000

Killygoan Residents Group 

 


€2,000

Oakridge Residents Association  



€1,000

Manorwood Residents Association 



€1,000

Glencove Manor Residents Association 


€1,000

Mullaghdun Residents Group 1-15 



€1,000

Kilnacloy / St. Patricks Terrace Residents Association 
€1,500

Mullaghmatt / Cortolvin Community Development Ltd. 
€2,000

Montfort Residents Association 



€1,000

Beechgrove Lawns Residents Association 


€1,500

Tully Residents Association 




€1,500

Shuffling Boots Line Dancing 




€   450

2nd Monaghan Scout Group 




€1,500

Monaghan Community Brass Band 



€1,000

Monaghan Town Community Games 



€1,400

Rossmore Coarse Angling Club 



€   600

Monaghan Guild ICA 





€   500

Monaghan Harps GAA Club 




€1,000

Fergal O Hanlon GFC 





€1,000

Monaghan United Football Club 



€1,000

Monaghan Summer League 




€1,000

Monaghan Town Football Club 



€1,000

Lithuanian Community of Monaghan 



€1,500
Garage Theatre 






€2,000

An Cumann Gaelach 





€1,500

Clogher Historical Society 




€   500

TOTAL


             



€31,450

Consideration of Contribution to Rossmore Challenge


It was noted that the Blackwater Regional 10k Walk/Run (Rossmore Challenge) is taking place in Rossmore Park, Monaghan in May 2008.  The Members noted that the launch of this event is taking place on the 5th March 2008 at 8.00p.m. in Monaghan United Complex.  It was noted that the event is now being 100% funded by the Blackwater Regional Partnership and that no funding is required from the Town Council towards this event.


Consideration of Over-expenditure Associated with the Construction of the Monaghan Leisure Complex


The Members noted the details of the final account associated with the Construction of Monaghan Leisure Complex and agreed with the recommendations from the Budget Sub-Committee.

Consideration of Contribution to St. Patricks Day Parade Committee


The Members agreed with the recommendation of the Budget Sub-Committee to contribute €5,000 to the St. Patricks Day Parade Committee.
10.
Mullaghmatt Remedial Works Scheme 
It was noted that a submission has been received from the Eastern Regional Fisheries Board to the Part VIII planning application for Phase II of the Mullaghmatt Remedial Works Scheme.  The Board objects to the proposed development on the grounds that its design ignores the possibility of any effects on the aquatic environment due to the culverting of the stream to the east of the site.
11.
Roads/Housing
A number of matters were noted for the attention of the Town Engineer
· Sign required – exiting from Carpark (Flemings)
· Road Entrance to Monaghan Leisure Complex to be examined

· Additional carparking spaces required on Cortolvin Road

· Sign for Milltown required

The Members welcomed the installation of a new railing at Woodview. 
Cllr. Conlon informed the Members that a further presentation will be delivered by Consultants on the proposed N54/N2 relief road in the MTEK Building, Knockaconny on Monday 25th February 2008 at 11.30a.m.  


It was agreed to write to Adshel requesting the installation of a bus shelter on the North Road.
         The Members requested that a letter be sent to the National Roads Authority regarding footpath 

         railings which force pedestrians to walk out onto the public road at the roundabouts on the 

         Monaghan Bypass.  It was also agreed to send a copy of the letter to Michael Fitzpatrick, Director 
         of Services, Monaghan County Council. 

12. Pedestrian Safety
Cllr. Carroll questioned whether or not the Council have a role in deciding where speed limits and speed cameras are placed in the town because in Cllr Carroll’s opinion the traffic is moving faster through the town due to the bypass.  The County Manager stated that Monaghan County Council adopted new speed limits recently but the implementation of speed cameras is a matter for the Gardaí.  It was agreed that a letter be written to the Gardai expressing the concerns of the Members.
It was noted that a handrail is required along the footpath on Park Road.

The County Manager informed the Members that funding in the sum of €150,000 has been approved for Phase 2 of the Glaslough Street Refurbishment Works.

13.
Telecommunication Mast at Killygoan
The Members looked forward to the removal of the telecommunication mast at Killygoan.
14.
Town Twinning

It was noted that Cllrs. Malachy Toal and Sheila Connolly and the Town Clerk will visit Saint Avertin towards the end of March 2008.
15.
Opening/Closing of Belgium Park Football Field

It was agreed to erect signage (“No Dogs Allowed”) at the entrance to Belgium Park Football Field. 
16.
Local Development Social Inclusion Programme / Rural Development (Leader) Programme

It  was noted that the new integrated body will include one Town Council Representative.  The Members recommended that the Cathaoirleach of the day from each Town Council be appointed to the new Integrated Body with each Council serving for a one year period.
17.
Casual Trading
The Members noted correspondence dated the 6th February 2008 from McEntee & O’Doherty, Solicitors
18.
Casual Trading

In accordance with Section 6(7) of the Casual Trading Act 1995 the Members considered all

         submissions received in relation to the proposed Casual Trading Bye Laws.  All submissions were 
         noted by the Members.

         It was agreed to enquire if the Gardaí would be represented in court to support their submission 

         dated the 23rd November 2007.
19.
Consideration of Consent to dispose of 0.204 acres at Killyconnigan

On the proposal of Cllr. Sean Conlon seconded by Cllr. Robbie Gallagher it was unanimously agreed to consent to the disposal of the land at Killyconnigan, Monaghan marked B (0.204 acres) by Monaghan United Football Club to Glenpeat Ltd.
20.
Consideration of Approval to Dispose of the Freehold Interest in the following dwellings in accordance with Section 183 Notice of the Local Government Act 2001: -


On the proposal of Cllr. Mary Carroll seconded by Cllr. Malachy Toal it was agreed to dispose of the freehold interest in the following dwellings in accordance with Section 183 Notice of the Local Government Act 2001: -

(a)     35 Killyconnigan, Monaghan 
(b)    8 Dr. McKenna Terrace, Monaghan 
©      60 Belgium Park, Monaghan  
21.
Setting of Date for March Monthly Meeting


It was agreed that the March Monthly Meeting of Monaghan Town Council be held on Monday the 10th March 2008 at 4.30pm in the Offices of Monaghan Town Council, Town Hall, 1 Dublin Street, Monaghan.

22.
Notices of Motion

(a) “That this Council proceed with urgency to indicate action to facilitate construction of the third phase of the Rooskey Vale development”.
Cllrs. Conlon, Sherry, Toal, Uí Mhurchadha

On the proposal of Cllr. Donal Sherry seconded by Cllr. Padraigín Uí Mhurchadha it was agreed to adopt the above notice of motion.  It was also agreed to forward the Motion to the Housing Section of Monaghan County Council.
(b) “That Monaghan Town Council, noting the request of the Mayor and Members of Monaghan County Council for a direct meeting with An Taoiseach, the Minister for Health & Children and the CEO of the HSE, adds its voice to the demand for such a meeting, and as an urgency, given the recent revelations that further service losses at Monaghan General Hospital are planned and requests the County Authority’s inclusion of representatives of Monaghan Town Council in their delegation when said meeting is secured”.

Cllrs. Conlon, Sherry, Toal, Uí Mhurchadha

On the proposal of Cllr. Sean Conlon seconded by Cllr. Malachy Toal it was agreed to adopt the above notice of motion.

23.
Resolution from other Local Authorities

(a) “In light of the 2006 statistics that 14,598 dogs were put to sleep by Local Authorities not to mention the number of dogs put down by individuals, Macroom Town Council calls on the Government to introduce a microchipping and neutering/spaying incentive scheme to curb unwanted dogs (suggestion: licence for a neutered dog = €10, Licence for unneutered dog = €150)”.
It was pointed out at the Meeting that persons on restricted means, i.e. Social Welfare are able to have their dogs neutered/spayed for €14 through the neutering scheme being run by the Dog Trust.

Macroom Town Council


On the proposal of Cllr. Mary Carroll seconded by Cllr. Malachy Toal it was agreed to adopt the above Resolution.
24.
Conferences

(a) Third Sector Forum Seminar – “Irelands Newest Immigrants, ensuring their participation in the 2009 European and Local Elections” – The Silver Tassie Hotel, Letterkenny, Co. Donegal – 21st- 23rd February 2008 – (approx. cost €580).

On the proposal of Cllr. Sean Conlon seconded by Cllr. Donal Sherry it was agreed that Cllr. Malachy Toal attend the above conference.

(b) Colmcille Heritage Trust – “The Mutual Benefits of North-South Co-operation” – The Colmcille Heritage Centre, Gartan, Church Hill, Letterkenny, Co. Donegal – 29th February - 2nd March 2008 – (approx. cost €650).

On the proposal of Cllr. Lorcan McAdam seconded by Cllr. Sheila Connolly it was agreed that Cllr. Robbie Gallagher attend the above conference.  On the proposal of Cllr. Robbie Gallagher seconded by Cllr. Sean Conlon it was agreed that Cllr. Mary Carroll attend the above conference.

(c) Association of County and City Councils Annual Conference – Roganstown Country Club, Swords, Co. Dublin – 6th- 8th March 2008 – (approx. cost €670).

(d) Local Authority Members Association (L.A.M.A.) Annual Spring Seminar 2008 – Knightsbrook Hotel, Trim Co. Meath – 27th- 28th March 2008 – (approx. cost €580).
On the proposal of Cllr. Donal Sherry seconded by Cllr. Padraigín Uí Mhurchadha it was agreed that Cllr. Sean Conlon attend the above conference.  On the proposal of Cllr. Sean Conlon seconded by Cllr. Malachy Toal it was agreed that Cllr. Padraigín Uí Mhurchadha attend the above conference.

25.
Sympathy/Congratulations

It was agreed to congratulate the County Monaghan Vocational Schools on winning their Ulster Football title and to the County Monaghan Football team on winning their recent National Football League match.
26.
Any Other Business

It was agreed to request Coillte to have notices erected in Rossmore Park ensuring that all dogs in 

         the Park be kept on leads at all times.  

        It was agreed to name the new Play Park at Oriel Way “Pairc Oirialla”.

        The Town Clerk reminded Members of their obligation under Section 171 of the Local Government 

        Act 2001 to furnish to the Ethics Registrar not later than the last day of February 2008 an annual 

        written declaration containing particulars of their declarable interests within the meaning of the 

        Act.
This Concluded the Business of the Meeting.

Dated this the 10th day of March 2008 
_____________________

​​​​​​​​​​Cathaoirleach
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