Monaghan Town Council

Comhairle Bhaile Mhuineacháin

Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Monaghan Town Council held on Monday 10th March 2008 at 
6.00pm in the Offices of Monaghan Town Council, Town Hall, 1 Dublin Street, Monaghan.

Cathaoirleach:
Cllr. Padraigín Uí Mhurchadha
Present:
Cllrs. Sean Conlon, Sheila Connolly, David Maxwell, Lorcan McAdam, Donal Sherry & Malachy Toal.
In Attendance:
Declan Nelson, County Manager, Gareth McMahon, Town Engineer, Marie Deighan, Town Clerk & Sinead McCann, Staff Officer.
An apology for inability to attend was received from Cllrs. Mary Carroll and Robbie Gallagher.

At the outset the Cathaoirleach, Cllr. Padraigín Uí Mhurchadha extended good wishes to Cllr. Mary 
Carroll who is hospitalised at present.  Cllr. David Maxwell stated that Cllr. Carroll is making good 

progress and will be discharged from hospital within the next few days.

1.
Confirmation of February Monthly Meeting held on 18th February 2008
On the proposal of Cllr. Malachy Toal seconded by Cllr. Sheila Connolly it was agreed to adopt the Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of Monaghan Town Council held on Monday the 18th February 2008.
2.
Confirmation of Special Meeting held In-Committee on 18th February 2008
On the proposal of Cllr. Malachy Toal seconded by Cllr. Lorcan McAdam it was agreed to adopt the Minutes of the Special Meeting of Monaghan Town Council held in-committee on the 18th February 2008 regarding proposed Housing Development at Tirkeenan.
3.
Matters Arising from the Minutes
The Members welcomed the provision of shutters on the goalmouths at Belgium Park Football Field.
4.
Managers Orders

Managers Orders numbered 44/08 – 73/08 were noted by the Members.
5.
Correspondence

The Members noted the following correspondence:
· Acknowledgement dated 15th February 2008 from Paul Flanagan, Private Secretary, Department of Health & Children.
· Acknowledgement dated 21st February 2008 from Grace Maloney, Administrator, Clogher Historical Society acknowledging receipt of €500 from Monaghan Town Council under the Community Grants Scheme
· Letters of support from various Local Authorities regarding a recent resolution circulated by Monaghan Town Council in relation to Pharmacies and the HSE

· Letter dated the 24th January 2008 from David Mole, Clarke Group regarding street names and numbers in relation to the Mixed Use Development at Rooskey, Monaghan.  It was agreed to defer this matter to the April Monthly Meeting of the Town Council.

· Letter dated 25th January 2008 received from Mary Joe Biggs, Office of the CEO, Health Service Executive in relation to the location for the new Regional Hospital for the North East.
6. 
Planning Applications
Planning applications numbered 08/04 – 08/08 were noted by the Members.

7.
Business Submitted by An Cathaoirleach
The Cathaoirleach, Cllr. Padraigín Uí Mhurchadha distributed letter dated 25th February 2008 from Cllr. Niall Dennehy, Clonmel Borough Council expressing concerns at Town and Borough Council level that capital housing grants will now be paid directly to County Councils.  Cllr. Dennehy stated that this is a further diminution of Local Government for Town Councils and Councillors.  It was agreed to send a letter of support to Clonmel Borough Council in this regard. 
8.
Consideration of Reports of Committees
The Members were circulated with a programme of events surrounding the St. Patricks Festival weekend in Monaghan Town.  The Cathaoirleach circulated a programme of events also relating to Seachtain Na Gaeilge 2008. 
9.
Mullaghmatt Remedial Works Scheme

The Members noted correspondence dated 26th February 2008 from the National Building Agency relating to Mullaghmatt Phase II and central heating installation.  
10.
Roads/Housing
A number of matters were noted for the attention of the Town Engineer:-
· Sign required for Ashgrove Lawns

· Pedestrian sign required at exit at Courthouse

· Water lying on road  – Dawson Street

· Sequencing of Traffic Lights

· Sign required for Belgium Park regarding the use of heavy vehicles through the area

· Handrail required for Park Road.
11.
Pedestrian Safety

It was noted that a Part V111 Planning application has been lodged for Phase II of refurbishment 
         works at Glaslough Street.  These works will include the provision of a controlled crossing point, 
         provision of designated parking, undergrounding of ESB cables, realignment, widening and paving 
         of footpaths, provision of bollards and light columns.  It was also noted that DBFL have been 
         requested to undertake a review of proposed pedestrian crossing/traffic management at North 
         Road/Mill Street.
12.
Telecommunication Mast at Killygoan
The Members looked forward to the removal of the telecommunication mast at Killygoan.

13.
Town Twining
         The Members noted e-mails received from the Twinning Committee in St. Avertin, France.
14.
Consideration of Approval of Newspapers for use in Accordance with Local Government  
Planning & Development Regulations 2001

On the proposal of Cllr. David Maxwell seconded by Cllr. Padraigín Uí Mhurchadha it was agreed 
to approve of the following newspapers for use in accordance with Local Government Planning & 
Development Regulations 2001:-

National Newspapers


Irish Independent 


Irish Star


Irish Times


Evening Herald


Local / Regional Newspapers


Northern Standard


Monaghan Post


Anglo Celt
15.
Schedule of Uncollected Rates as at the 31st December 2007 as per Article 40(a) of the Local Government (Financial Procedures and Audit) Regulations 2002

The Members noted the following schedule of uncollected rates as at the 31st December 2007:

Rate Warrant for 2007



€ 3,156,058.93


Paid in 2007




€ 2,684,961.06


Arrears at 31st December 2007


€    471,097.87


Analysis of Uncollected Rates at 31st December 2007


Businesses closed all year or part of year
€ 115,644.00


Businesses closed due to renovation

€ 107,167.32


Businesses (non-profitable, e.g. Citizens






Information Centre)

€  47,854.65

Rates reduced on appeal in 2007

€  37,555.33


Rate Accounts with Solicitor


€  46,488.73


Less Rate Accounts in credit at 31/12/07
€  10,683.50-


Uncollected Rates at 31/012/07


(Carried forward to 2008)


€127,071.34









€ 471,097.87


€ 64,892.39 was paid in January 2008 in respect of 2007.


16.
Roads Grant 2008

The Members noted and expressed disappointment at the allocation of €287,000 for the Road Grant 2008 as there is no increase over the 2007 figure.  On the proposal of Cllr. Sean Conlon seconded by Cllr. David Maxwell it was agreed to issue a letter to the Department of Transport expressing disappointment in this regard.  The Members expressed the view that additional funding for road improvements in the interest of road safety should have been made available.
         The Members welcomed the Programme of Road Works for 2008 as prepared by the Town Engineer.


Cllr. Sean Conlon left the meeting room.

17.
Resolutions from other Local Authorities
(a) “We at Nenagh Town Council call on the Department of Social and Family Affairs to set up     

           a national waiver system for refuse collection paid for by Central Government and 
           administered by Local Government (as requested by the Combat Poverty Agency) for the 
       

           benefit of the elderly and the unemployed.  We also call on the Minister for the Elderly, 
           Deputy Marie Hoctor to publicly support this motion”.
Nenagh Town Council

On the proposal of Cllr. David Maxwell seconded by Cllr. Malachy Toal it was agreed to adopt the above resolution.

(b) “That this Council urges the Health Services Executive and St. Vincent’s Hospital to provide
           proper isolation wards for cystic fibrosis patients”.


  Members noted that while there are plans to provide a 120 bed unit for cystic fibrosis       

           patients in 2010, they asked if this important facility could be provided at an earlier date”.

Mullingar Town Council

On the proposal of Cllr. David Maxwell seconded by Cllr. Sheila Connolly it was agreed to adopt the above resolution.

(c)
“That Thurles Town Council calls on the relevant Government Department(s) to provide 
defibrillators to all schools and organisations namely shopping centres, nightclubs and sports 
clubs including swimming pools and leisure centres”.

Thurles Town Council

It was agreed to mark the above resolution read.

(d)   “The Council notes the increase in agency employment throughout the economy.  We are 
         aware that many workers from home and abroad are offered agency employment when they 
         are seeking direct and permanent employment.  We understand that trade unions have raised 
         concerns that many of these workers are retained on minimum conditions and in some 
         instances are not receiving all their entitlements.  Agency employment should not be used as 
         an unnecessary substitute for direct employment or as a mechanism for avoidance of or under 
         mining of fair pay and conditions.  Noting that legislation will come before the Oireachtas on 
         the issue of Agency Employment, Macroom Town Council believes and recommends to the 
         Minister that the principle of equal treatment should be included in any such legislation on 
         this issue”.
Macroom Town Council

The Members agreed to support the above resolution.

18.
Conferences
(a) Wexford Borough Council – “Better Local Government – Is it Working”? – Talbot Hotel, Wexford – 3rd- 5th April 2008 – (approx. cost €980).
On the proposal of Cllr. Lorcan McAdam seconded by Cllr. David Maxwell it was agreed that Cllr. Sheila Connolly attend conference (a).

(b) Rattoo Heritage Society 16th Annual Kerry Environmental Recognition Conference – Golf Hotel, Ballybunion, Co. Kerry – 2nd- 6th April 2008 – (approx. cost €1,400)

(c) Sherkin Island Marine Station 24th Annual Environment Conference – “Water:  The Challenges for Users” – Carrigaline Court Hotel, Carrigaline, Co. Cork – 17th- 18th April 2008 – (approx. cost €1,170)
On the proposal of Cllr. Lorcan McAdam seconded by Cllr. Sheila Connolly it was agreed that Cllr. David Maxwell attend conference (c).

(d) Enniscorthy Town Council – “1916 Revolution or Betrayal” – Riverside Park Hotel, Enniscorthy, Co. Wexford – 19th April 2008 – (approx. cost €700)

The Members were circulated with a report complying with Section 142(5)(f) of the Local Government Act 2001 in relation to the AMAI Conference attended by Cllr. Sheila Connolly in Trim, Co. Meath on the 15th and 16th February 2008. 

19.
Sympathy / Congratulations

A vote of sympathy was extended to the following:
· The family of the late Cathal Donoghue, 18 St. Macartans Terrace, Killygoan who died recently

· Cllr. David Maxwell and his wife Jill and family on the recent death of Jill’s mother Bridie Kieran

A vote of congratulations was extended to the following:
· Jonathan Condell, Assistant Engineer, Monaghan Town Council and his wife Jill on the birth of their baby boy

· Tommy Bowe, Monaghan on his fine performance with the Irish Rugby Team. 

· Kim O’Dowd, St. Louis Secondary School, Monaghan on receiving the Deirdre Clancy Medal for the highest History results in the country in the Leaving Certificate examination in 2007.

· Nicola Fahy, Captain, St. Louis Secondary School, Monaghan and her team on winning the recent Ulster Senior Girls Football Title.

· The County Monaghan Vocational Schools on their recent fine football performance against Cork in the All Ireland Vocational Inter County Football Final at Dr. Cullen Park, Carlow.
20.
Any Other Business
It was agreed to defer the matter relating to Christmas Lighting 2007 received from the Monaghan Chamber of Commerce to the next Monthly Meeting of the Town Council.
On the proposal of Cllr. David Maxwell seconded by Cllr. Donal Sherry it was agreed to write to Noel Dempsey, T.D., Minister for Transport requesting him to expedite his decision regarding Route 177 in relation to Bus Eireann matters. 
This Concluded the Business of the Meeting.

Dated this the 21st Day of April 2008 
_____________________

​​​​​​​​​​Cathaoirleach
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