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Monaghan Heritage Forum hears presentation on Wetland Survey
At February’s County Monaghan Heritage Forum meeting, members were presented with the findings of the 2006 County Monaghan Wetland Survey.  This survey was commissioned by Monaghan County Council and the Heritage Forum, and jointly funded by Monaghan County Council and the Heritage Council.

The survey, which was undertaken by Simon Barron of Botanical Environmental and Conservation Consultants Ltd, provides a snapshot of Monaghan’s wetland resource and provides interesting baseline data for the amount of wetland habitat in the county.  
Habitat loss

The survey looked at 13 one kilometre squares, of which 15.21 hectares of wetland habitat has been lost since the year 2000.  This is primarily due to infrastructural development. If this is indicative of the situation county-wide then an estimated 1521 hectares of wetland may have been lost since 2000 in Co. Monaghan.  This is approximately 10% of County Monaghan’s wetland habitat.
Habitat value

26 habitat complexes were identified in the 13 survey squares systemically chosen.  Of these 3 were found to be of high value and locally important and 4 of high value and nationally important.  The nationally important sites identified are Derrygooney Lough, Lough Bawn and Dromore River lakes and the River Fane. Other habitats identified were of moderate to low value and of local importance.  The project did not actively seek out the most important wetlands in the county, but rather sought to achieve a representative baseline.  On this basis it is significant that 7 out of the 26 habitats identified were of high ecological importance.
Rare species

Two further sites were surveyed at the request of the Heritage Forum, namely Drumgallen Bog and Moylan Lough.  Drumgallen Bog is a cutover bog adjacent to the border, which supports a population of the Marsh Fritillary Butterfly, for which the site is protected as an Area of Scientific Interest in the north.  Marsh Fritillary is a rare butterfly of European importance and the only Irish butterfly listed for protection in the EU Habitats Directive.  Marsh Fritillary adults are on the wing from about the end of the first week of May to late June or early July, with maximum numbers in late May and early June. The butterflies are brightly patterned with black, white and orange markings.  As with most butterflies it is single plant dependent, requiring Devil’s Bit Scabious for its caterpillars to survive.   Colonies of these plants are found on the bog.  The report recommends that butterfly and other invertebrate surveys are undertaken in the area.
Unique disappearing lake

Moylan Lough is a turlough; a lake whose levels fluctuate markedly during the year.  There is a permanent lake area of approximately 6.6 hectares increasing to 15 hectares when fully flooded. The fluctuating levels are due to sink holes and underground passages in the limestone rock below the surface. Turloughs are virtually unique to Ireland, and their greatest concentration is in Clare, Galway and Roscommon. Moylan Lough is the most north-easterly turlough in the country and is therefore of national importance.
Designation of sites
The report recommends that some sites highlighted should be considered for designation by the National Parks and Wildlife.  These are Drumgallen Bog, Moylan Lough, the lake habitat at Ballybay and the River Fane.

A copy of the Wetland Survey can be downloaded from www.monaghan.ie/heritage or by phoning the Heritage Officer, Monaghan County Council, 047 38141.
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