PRESS RELEASE – 22.05.07

World Biodiversity Day – celebrating our local web of life
Monaghan County Council marked World Biodiversity Day by embarking on an ambitious county-wide Fen Survey and by holding a Bat Walk in Rossmore Forest Park.  Tuesday 22nd May was World Biodiversity Day.  
What is biodiversity?

Biodiversity is the web of life and our life support system.   It ensures healthy functioning ecosystems and provides services such as water filtration, flood buffering, climate regulation, and goods such as clean water, biologically active soil, food webs, food, raw materials and clean air. 

International targets

Ireland is set to fail its targets to halt the decline in biodiversity by 2010 unless a major new approach to managing our environment is adopted. World Biodiversity Day is when countries around the world raise awareness of the strain that the human population is creating on plant and animal species causing them to disappear at up to 50 times the natural rate.

Wildlife in Decline

In Ireland over 29 different bird species and 120 species of flowering plants are in serious decline. 

Ireland’s biodiversity has declined rapidly over the past 30 years.  This is mainly due to the cumulative impact of unprecedented development, certain farming practices such as the overuse of nitrates, removal of native hedgerows and draining of wetlands, household and industrial pollution and also some forestry practices. 

The situation is serious because everything in nature is interconnected.  When we lose one species others go into decline and eventually it will affect people – we are all part of the intricate web of nature and we must protect it for our long-term health and well-being.

Monaghan County Council and Biodiversity
Monaghan County Council has made a commitment in the Heritage Plan 2006 -2010 to develop a Local Action Plan for Biodiversity and has undertaken a number of preliminary steps and surveys.  These have been led by the Heritage Office of Monaghan County Council. A Local biodiversity plan will enable global thinking to be acted on locally . 

The Monaghan Wetland Survey undertaken last year for Monaghan County Council, showed that in Monaghan too the trend has been the removal of habitats.  An estimated 1521 hectares of wetland may have been lost since 2000 in Co. Monaghan.  This is approximately 10% of County Monaghan’s wetland habitat.  

Monaghan County Council in conjunction with the National Parks and Wildlife and the Environmental Protection Agency has commissioned a Fen Survey of Co. Monaghan.  Dr. Peter Foss and Patrick Crushell, two well known expert botanists in the field of wetland ecology are undertaking the survey on our behalf and have commenced field work this week in the county.
Note to Editors:

World Biodiversity Day is an initiative of the United Nations to raise awareness amongst the wider public of the significance and threat to the world’s biodiversity as species worldwide go into decline. 

Native species that have gone into extinction in Ireland over the past 30 years include:

· The Corn Bunting 

· The Corncockle 

Species that are under serious threat include:

· The Pearl Mussel 

· Six species of bumblebee 

· The Barn Owl 

· The Golden Plover 

· Waxcap (fungi) 

·  Marsh Fritillary Butterfly 

· Green-winged orchid, Irish lady tresses 
· Corncrake 
A copy of the Wetland Survey can be downloaded from www.monaghan.ie/heritage in the downloads section or by phoning the Heritage Officer, Monaghan County Council, 047 38141.

