PRESS RELEASE – 15.08.07

Biodiversity Matters – A plan for the county

There was a good turn out at the “Biodiversity Matters” consultation evening, held in the Glencarn on Tuesday 14th August.  The event, organised by Monaghan County Council Heritage Office, aimed to find out from local people what are the issues affecting biodiversity in the county.

Biodiversity is the variety of life at all levels, including habitats and species – the web of life.  Monaghan County Council is working towards the production of the first Biodiversity Plan for the county.  This plan will act as a framework for actions to understand, conserve and promote our rich natural habitats and plants and animals.

 The meeting was addressed by Shirley Clerkin, Heritage Officer who outlined the importance of biodiversity for all our lives including its role in flood buffering, maintaining soil fertility, raw materials, carbon sinks, and food production.  She encouraged everyone to take an interest and ownership of the issue so that Monaghan could play its part in the national target of “halting the loss of biodiversity by the year 2010”.  
Ecologist John Wann, who is working with the Council in the preparation of the Biodiversity Action Plan outlined the drivers behind habitat loss and degradation, and the legislation and policy at national and international levels which are encouraging us to “think global, act local” in relation to biodiversity.

Issues that were raised by the public include the dumping and infilling of important habitats, water quality, lack of awareness of the importance of nature and the impact of development.  Suggestions for a flagship species or flagship habitat for County Monaghan included Hen Harrier, Red Grouse, Otter, Red Squirrel, Bat species, fen, hedgerows, badger, marsh fritillary butterfly.
Submissions can be made to the Biodiversity Plan by downloading a feedback form from the Monaghan County Council website www.monaghan.ie/heritage or requesting a form from 047 38141.

A draft plan will be produced in the Autumn and will finalised at the end of November. The County Monaghan Biodiversity Action Plan will run from 2008 – 2012.  
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